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Iran Deal a ‘New Chapter' or ‘Historic Mistake’? 


A staff member removes the Iranian flag from the stage after a group picture with representatives of Unites States, Iran, China, Russia, Britain, Germany, France and 
the EU during the Iran nuclear talks at the Vienna International Center in Vienna, Austria Tuesday July 14, 2015. (Carlos Barria, Pool Photo via AP) 
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Iran nuclear deal a fine ‘new 
chapter’ or ‘historic mistake’? 


JULIE PACE 
MATTHEW LEE 
GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — Overcom¬ 
ing decades of hostility, 
Iran, the United States, and 
five other world powers 
struck a historic accord 
Tuesday to check Teh¬ 
ran’s nuclear efforts short 
of building a bomb. The 
agreement could give Iran 
access to billions in frozen 
assets and oil revenue, 
stave off more U.S. military 
action in the Middle East 
and reshape the tumultu¬ 
ous region. 

The deal sets in motion a 
years-long test of Iran’s will¬ 
ingness to keep its prom¬ 
ises to the world — and the 
ability of international in¬ 
spectors to monitor compli¬ 
ance. It also sets the White 
House up for a contentious 
fight with a wary Congress 
and more rocky relations 
with Israel, whose lead¬ 
ers furiously opposed the 
agreement. 

Appealing to skeptics. 
President Barack Obama 
declared that the accord 
“offers an opportunity to 
move in a new direction. 
We should seize it.” 

Under terms of the deal, the 
culmination of 20 months 
of arduous diplomacy, 
Iran must dismantle much 
of its nuclear program in 
order to secure relief from 
biting sanctions that have 
battered its economy. In¬ 
ternational inspectors can 
now press for visits to Iran's 
military facilities, though 
access is not guaranteed. 
Centrifuges will keep spin¬ 
ning, though in lesser quan¬ 
tities, and uranium can still 
be enriched, though at 
lower levels. 

In a key compromise, Iran 
agreed to continuation of 
the U.N.’s arms embargo 
on the country for up to 
five more years and ballis¬ 
tic missile restrictions for up 
to eight years. Washington 
had sought to keep the 
arms ban in place, while 
Russia and China joined 
Iran in pushing for an im¬ 
mediate suspension. 

On the streets of Tehran, 
Iranians honked their horns 
and celebrated in the 
city’s main square. Presi¬ 


dent Hassan Rouhani said 
a “new chapter" had be¬ 
gun in his nation’s relations 
with the world, even as he 
denied Iran had ever pur¬ 
sued a nuclear weapon. 
While the U.S. partnered 
in the talks with Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and China, the decades of 
tensions between the U.S. 
and Iran put the two coun¬ 
tries at the forefront of the 
negotiations. 

Whether the nuclear rap¬ 
prochement will spark a 
broader thaw is unclear. 
Nearly 40 years after Iran's 
Islamic revolution and the 
hostage-taking at the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran, the 
country’s hardliners remain 
hostile toward Washing¬ 
ton. The U.S. and its allies 
also have deep concerns 
about Iran’s support for ter¬ 
rorism in the Middle East 
and its detention of several 
American citizens. 

With key restrictions on 
Iran’s nuclear program re¬ 
quired for only a decade, 
opponents of the deal say 
it simply delays Tehran's 
pursuit of the bomb. Critics 
also say Iran will use new 
wealth from sanctions re¬ 
lief to double-down other 
destabilizing activities in 
the region. Iran stands to 
receive more than $100 
billion in assets that have 
been frozen overseas and 
benefit from an end to vari¬ 
ous financial restrictions on 
Iranian banks. Iran could 
also sell more oil, bringing 
down crude prices. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu, who lob¬ 
bied unceasingly against 
a deal, called it a “stun¬ 
ning historic mistake" and 
warned that his country 
would not be bound by it. 
Netanyahu strongly hinted 
that Israeli military action 
to destroy Tehran’s nuclear 
program remains an op¬ 
tion. 

Obama and Netanyahu, 
who have long had a 
cool relationship, spoke 
by phone Tuesday. White 
House officials said Obama 
also called King Salman of 
Saudi Arabia, one of the 
many Sunni Arab rivals of 
Shiite Iran who have ex¬ 
pressed concerns about 
the deal. 
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President Barack Obama, standing with Vice President Joe 
Biden, delivers remarks in the East Room of the White House in 
Washington, Tuesday, July 14,2015, after an Iran deal is reached. 
Obama says every path to a nuclear weapon will be cut off 
from Iran under a historic agreement announced in Vienna. 

(AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, Pool) 


On Capitol Hill, Republicans 
accused Obama of mak¬ 
ing too many concessions. 
House Speaker John Boeh- 
ner of Ohio said lawmakers 
“will fight a bad deal that 
is wrong for our national 
security and wrong for our 
country.” GOP presiden¬ 


tial hopefuls also panned 
the deal, some vowing to 
scrap it if elected to suc¬ 
ceed Obama. 

Obama did get a crucial 
show of support from Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, his former 
secretary of state and the 
likely Democratic presiden¬ 


tial nominee. She praised 
the deal as an important 
step toward “putting the lid 
on Iran's nuclear program.” 
Clinton’s support could 
give some Democratic 
lawmakers more confi¬ 
dence in standing with 
Obama as he tries to hold 
off congressional efforts to 
disrupt the deal. Congress 
has 60 days to review it and 
can try to prevent Obama 
from waiving sanctions on 
Iran as promised in the ne¬ 
gotiations. The president 
reiterated that he would 
veto any legislation aimed 
at upending the agree¬ 
ment. Defending it, he said, 
“No deal means a greater 
chance of more war in the 
Middle East." 

The deal comes after years 
IAEA chief Yukiya Amano 
said Tuesday his agency 
and Iran had signed a 
“roadmap” to resolve out¬ 
standing concerns, hope¬ 
fully by mid-December.Q 
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Obama calls for shorter sentences for nonviolent convicts 


JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
on Thursday laid out an 
expansive vision for fixing 
the U.S. criminal justice 
system by focusing on 
communities, courtrooms 
and cellblocks. He an¬ 
nounced a federal review 
of the use of solitary con¬ 
finement and urged Con¬ 
gress to pass a sentencing 
reform bill by year’s end. 


In a speech to the an¬ 
nual convention of the 
NAACP civil rights group, 
Obama also called for 
voting rights to be restored 
to felons who have served 
their sentences, and said 
employers should stop 
the practice of asking job 
candidates about their 
past convictions. He said 
long mandatory minimum 
sentences now in place 
should be reduced — or 
discarded entirely. 


“In far too many cases, the 
punishment simply doesn’t 
fit the crime,” Obama told 
a crowd of 3,300 in Phila¬ 
delphia. Low-level drug 
dealers, for example, owe 
a debt to society, but not 
a life sentence or a 20- 
year prison term, he said. 
With his speech to the 
prominent African-Amer¬ 
ican advocacy group, 
Obama sought to put 
a spotlight on the need 
for new legislation as he 
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Frances Brisbane of the Long Island borough of New York 
applauds as she listens to President Barack Obama speak at 
the NAACP’s 106th national convention at the Philadelphia 
Convention Center, on Tuesday, July 14, 2015, in Philadelphia. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 


mounted a weeklong push 
on criminal justice reform. 
A day earlier, Obama 
commuted the sentences 
of 46 nonviolent drug of¬ 
fenders — the most com¬ 
mutations a president has 
issued on a single day in at 
least four decades. 

Upon arriving Tuesday in 
Philadelphia, Obama met 
with a number of former 
prisoners to discuss their 
experience re-entering 
society, the White House 
said. And on Thursday, 
Obama planned to put a 
personal face on the na¬ 
tion’s mushrooming prison 
population with a visit to El 
Reno Federal Correctional 
Institution outside of Okla¬ 
homa City — the first visit 
to a federal prison by a sit¬ 
ting U.S. president. 

The assertive moves re¬ 
flected a president ea¬ 
ger to wield his executive 
power during his waning 


years in office to reduce 
harsh sentences, cut costs 
and correct disparities he 
said have disproportion- 
ally burdened minorities. 
Earlier in his presidency, as 
he spent his political capi¬ 
tal carefully on major do¬ 
mestic priorities, Obama 
spoke cautiously and 
only intermittently about 
the need for smarter sen¬ 
tencing and other justice 
changes. 

But as of late, public at¬ 
tention has been piqued 
by a serious of upsetting 
incidents across the coun¬ 
try. In places like Baltimore, 
New York and Ferguson, 
Missouri, tensions between 
law enforcement and their 
communities have spilled 
out into the open, un¬ 
derscoring longstanding 
concerns among minority 
communities that they’re 
treated differently in the 
criminal justice system.Q 
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Police: 


Birthday cake beating followed week of handcuffing 



In this combination photo, Oriana Garcia, left, Jacob Barajas, center, and Robert Leroy “Roy” 
Wilson, right, are seen in undated photos provided by the Hagerstown, Md., Department of Police. 

(Hagerstown Department of Police via AP) 


DAVID DISHNEAU 
Associated Press 
HAGERSTOWN, Maryland 
(AP) — A 9-year-old boy 
who was fatally beaten 
over a missing birthday 
cake had been hand¬ 
cuffed for up to three hours 
a day for a week before the 
deadly assault, according 
to court records released 
Tuesday in Maryland. 

A doctor who examined 
Jack Garcia before the 
boy died concluded his 
head injuries and extensive 
bruising came from numer¬ 
ous beatings and were 
consistent with torture, po¬ 
lice said. 

The boy’s mother, Oriana 
Iris Garcia, 26, approved of 
her boyfriend and brother 
handcuffing her son be¬ 
cause “she was trying to 
teach Jack not to steal,” 
Hagerstown Police Detec¬ 
tive Shane Blankenship 
wrote in charging docu¬ 
ments. The boyfriend, Rob¬ 
ert Leroy “Roy" Wilson, 30, 
also disciplined Jack by 
slapping him in the head, 
boxing with him in pad¬ 
ded gloves and hitting him 
in the leg with a bamboo 
sword, Garcia’s brother Ja¬ 
cob Andrew Barajas told 
police. 

Barajas, 23, said all three 
adults also made Jack eat 
food he had stolen “un¬ 
til he was sick of it," and 
“used exercise to help Jack 
focus better,” the court re¬ 
cords say. 

They all lived in the apart¬ 
ment where Jack was as¬ 
saulted June 30. He died 
July 5. The documents de¬ 
tail second-degree mur¬ 
der and first-degree child- 



abuse charges against 
Garcia and Barajas. They 
were arrested Monday by 
police who say they had 
been preparing to leave 
town. Bail for each is set 
at $5 million. Neither has a 
defense attorney listed in 
court records. 

They told investigators that 
Wilson inflicted the fatal 
injuries after Barajas had 
handcuffed Jack because 
he was suspected of steal¬ 
ing a cake belonging to 
Wilson’s 2-year-old daugh¬ 
ter. Wilson is being held on 
assault and child-abuse 
charges that were lev¬ 
eled before the boy died. 
His bail is set at $1 million. 
Wilson’s public defender, 
Joshua Street, didn't imme¬ 
diately return a phone call 
Tuesday from The Associat¬ 
ed Press. Jack’s uncle told 
police that after the boy 
went unconscious from the 
beating, he placed him in 
a seated position on the 
floor and handcuffed him 
behind his back to a din¬ 
ing-room chair, using a bi¬ 
cycle lock as an additional 
restraint. Then, after Wilson 
went to get Garcia from 
her job at a store, Barajas 
called the emergency dis¬ 
patcher to say Jack was 
having trouble breathing. 
When the paramedics ar¬ 
rived, Garcia sent them 
away, saying the boy was 
only “congested” and 
didn’t need medical atten¬ 
tion — even though he was 
still unconscious, police 
say. The boy’s mother told 
police she later became 
alarmed when the boy 
started gurgling with every 
breath, so Wilson called 


the emergency dispatcher 
again at 10:37 p.m., more 
than five hours after the 
first emergency call. 
Paramedics wanted him 
airlifted to Children’s Na¬ 


tional Medical Center 
in Washington but foul 
weather delayed the flight. 
He was taken to a local 
hospital and transferred to 
the Washington hospital 
sometime after midnight. 
The allegation that Gar¬ 
cia was complicit in Jack’s 
beating didn’t ring true to 
her former boyfriend, Dan¬ 
iel Fletcher. 

“She was a loving mother,” 
Fletcher said in an interview 
outside the apartment. 
Fletcher, 35, a market re¬ 
searcher now living in 
Orem, Utah, said he lived 
with Garcia and Jack for 
five years in Arizona and 
in Goleta, California, be¬ 
fore she met Wilson online 
and moved in late Febru¬ 
ary to Davis’ apartment in 
Hagerstown.Q 
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Attorney: Misconduct claims pose problem for Hastert defense 


MICHAEL TARM 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Allega¬ 
tions of past sexual miscon¬ 
duct by former U.S. House 
Speaker Dennis Hastert 
present a quandary for the 
defense in the high-profile 
hush-money case, an at¬ 
torney told a federal judge 


Tuesdayom. During a sta¬ 
tus hearing in Chicago, 
defense attorney Thomas 
C. Green blamed “gov¬ 
ernment leaks” for specu¬ 
lation that swirled around 
the 73-year-old Republican 
since he was indicted in late 
May. “The indictment has 
effectively been amended 


by leaks from the govern¬ 
ment,” Green said. “(It) is 
now an 800-pound gorilla 
in this case.” The indictment 
says Hastert agreed to pay 
$3.5 million to someone 
identified only as “Individu¬ 
al A” to hide past miscon¬ 
duct; the document offers 
no detail and does not say 


the misconduct was sexual 
in nature. But the Associ¬ 
ated Press and other media 
outlets, citing anonymous 
sources, have reported the 
payments were intended 
to conceal claims of sexual 
misconduct decades ago. 
The indictment also sug¬ 
gests someone may have 


been extorting Hastert, but 
it doesn't elaborate. 

Hastert, who is free on 
bond, was not required to 
attend the hearing and 
wasn't present. He lives 
west of Chicago near Yor- 
kville, where he coached 
high school wrestling and 
taught until 1981.0 


Family: Settlement isn’t victory in police chokehold case 



Eric Garner’s daughter Emerald Snipes, left, is joined by her 
brother Eric Garner, center, and mother Esaw Snipes, as she 
speaks during a news conference, Tuesday, July 14, 2015, in 
New York. The family of Garner, a black man who died after 
being placed in a white police officer’s chokehold, discussed 
the $5.9 million settlement it reached with the city days before 
the anniversary of his death. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer) 


COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The rela¬ 
tives of an unarmed black 
man who died after be¬ 
ing put in a white police 
officer's chokehold said 
Tuesday that the nearly 
$6 million settlement they 
reached with the city 
wasn’t a victory as they 
continued pressing for fed¬ 
eral civil rights charges. 
“The victory will come 
when we get justice,” Eric 
Garner's mother, Gwen 
Carr, said a day after the 
$5.9 million settlement was 
announced. 

“Justice,” added one of 
Garner’s children. Emerald 
Snipes, “is when somebody 
is held accountable for 
what they do.” 

The settlement came near¬ 
ly a year after the 43-year- 
old Garner died, having 
repeatedly pleaded “I 
can't breathe!” as Officer 
Daniel Pantaleo took him 
to the ground with an arm 


around his neck. Garner 
lost consciousness and was 
pronounced dead later at 
a hospital. 

Garner had refused to be 
handcuffed after being 
stopped on suspicion of 
selling loose, untaxed cig¬ 
arettes on a Staten Island 
street. 

The encounter, caught 
on an onlooker’s video, 
spurred widespread pro¬ 
tests. Coupled with police 
killings of unarmed black 
men elsewhere in recent 
months. Garner’s death 
became a flashpoint in 
a national debate about 
relations between police 
and minority communities. 
“’I can’t breathe’ spurred 
the national movement,” 
and it won’t end “until 
we change how policing 
goes,” the Rev. Al Sharp- 
ton, a prominent civil rights 
activist, said at a news 
conference Tuesday with 
Garner's relatives. 

The city medical examiner 


found the police choke¬ 
hold contributed to Gar¬ 
ner's death. But Pantaleo's 
lawyer said the officer had 
used a permissible take¬ 
down maneuver known as 
a seatbelt — not a choke¬ 
hold, which is banned un¬ 
der New York Police De¬ 
partment policy. 


A grand jury declined to 
indict Pantaleo. The U.S. 
Justice Department and 
the U.S. attorney’s office in 
Brooklyn are investigating 
whether there's evidence 
to warrant charges that 
the officer deliberately vio¬ 
lated Garner's civil rights. 
Such cases are rare after 


grand jury inaction or ac¬ 
quittal at state level. 

New York Police Commis¬ 
sioner William Bratton de¬ 
clined to comment Tues¬ 
day on the Garner case. 
The settlement came be¬ 
fore any lawsuit was filed, 
though the family had filed 
notice of its intention to 
sue. City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer has made a point 
of settling some civil rights 
cases before lawsuits be¬ 
gin, saying resolving them 
quickly saves the city mon¬ 
ey on legal fees. The city 
did not admit any liability. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said he 
hopes Garner’s family “can 
find some peace and final¬ 
ity” from the settlement. 
Longtime civil rights at¬ 
torney Jonathan Moore, 
the family's lawyer, said 
there also was a settle¬ 
ment with the Richmond 
University Medical Center 
whose employees treated 
Garner. That settlement is 
confidential. □ 


NAACP wants Confederate symbols taken off Georgia property 


KATHLEEN FOODY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — The presi¬ 
dent of the Atlanta NAACP 
says the civil rights group 
wants Confederate sym¬ 
bols — including a giant 
carving at Stone Mountain 
Park — removed from all 
government-owned prop¬ 
erty and plans to pursue 
making those changes 


during the next legislative 
session. 

Some who support flying 
the Confederate battle 
flag say the symbol rep¬ 
resents Southern heritage 
and pride in Civil War-era 
leaders. However, Atlanta 
NAACP President Rich¬ 
ard Rose and others have 
argued the flag is a divi¬ 
sive symbol and white su¬ 


premacy is at the heart of 
the heritage the flag cel¬ 
ebrates. 

The Confederate battle 
flag has come under re¬ 
newed scrutiny in the 
weeks since nine black 
churchgoers were fatally 
shot during Bible study in 
Charleston, South Caro¬ 
lina. 

Dylann Storm Roof, a 


white man who was pho¬ 
tographed with the flag 
several times, is charged 
in the shooting deaths and 
authorities are investigat¬ 
ing the killings as a hate 
crime. 

Stone Mountain — rough¬ 
ly 15 miles (24 kilometers) 
east of downtown Atlanta 
— features a large carv¬ 
ing of Jefferson Davis, who 


was president of the Con¬ 
federacy of secessionist, 
pro-slavery southern states 
in the 1861-1865 American 
Civil War, and Confeder¬ 
ate generals Robert E. Lee 
and Thomas "Stonewall” 
Jackson. The white su¬ 
premacist Ku Klux Klan also 
once held notorious cross¬ 
burnings and organization¬ 
al meetings there.O 
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US Financial Front: 


American retail sales dip as consumers stay cautious 



A customer checks out at a Wal-Mart Neighborhood Market 
store in Bentonville, Ark. The Commerce Department released 
retail sales data for June on Tuesday, July 14, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Danny Johnston) 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans cut back their 
spending at stores and res¬ 
taurants last month, a sign 
that they remain cautious 
despite robust job growth 
in the past year. 

Retail sales fell 0.3 percent 
in June, the Commerce 
Department said Tues¬ 
day, the weakest show¬ 
ing since February’s harsh 
winter weather kept shop¬ 
pers indoors. That followed 
a robust 1 percent jump in 
May, though that was re¬ 
vised down from a previous 
estimate of 1.2 percent. 
Economists had expect¬ 
ed that consumers would 
rein in their spending after 
May's large gain. But the 
reversal was much sharper 
than projected. 

“It certainly is a case of ‘two 
steps forward, one step 
back’ for the U.S. econo¬ 
my,” Dan Greenhaus, an 
economist at BTIG, said in 
a note to clients. 

The figures suggest that 
Americans are still reluc¬ 
tant to spend freely, possi¬ 
bly restrained by memories 
of the Great Recession. 
“Household caution still ap¬ 
pears to be holding back a 
more rapid pace of spend¬ 
ing growth,” Michael Feroli, 
an economist at JPMorgan 


Chase, said in a note to cli¬ 
ents. 

Still, consumers spent more 
in the April-June quar¬ 
ter than in the first three 
months of the year, the 
data shows. That, in turn, 
should boost growth in the 
second quarter to about 
a 2.5 percent to 3 per¬ 
cent annual rate, up from 
the first quarter, when the 
economy shrank 0.2 per¬ 
cent. 

And there are signs that 
consumers are more confi¬ 
dent, suggesting that sales 
could rebound in the com¬ 
ing months. 

“One soft month is not a 
trend,” Ian Shepherson, 
chief economist at Panthe¬ 
on Macroeconomics, said. 
“We expect spending to 
strengthen in the second 
half.” 

The Conference Board's 
consumer confidence in¬ 
dex jumped in June to its 
second-highest level since 
the recession ended in 
June 2009. It is now 17.4 
percent higher than a year 
ago. 

And Americans are bor¬ 
rowing more: Consumer 
credit, which includes 
auto, student and credit 
card loans and excludes 
mortgages, rose a healthy 
6.5 percent in May from a 
year earlier. 


Even so, June's weak 
spending was broad- 
based. Excluding autos, 
gas, building materials and 
restaurants, so-called core 
retail sales — which factor 
into the government's offi¬ 
cial measure of economic 
growth — fell 0.1 percent in 
June, after an increase of 
0.7 percent in May. 
Spending at restaurants 
and bars, an area of 
strength in recent months. 


slipped 0.2 percent. Sales 
of building materials fell 1.3 
percent. Online and cata¬ 
log retailers reported a 0.4 
percent drop in sales. 

Sales at auto dealers fell 
1.1 percent, but that drop 
came after a big gain in 
the previous month. Auto 
purchases reached the 
highest level in a decade 
in May, so even with the 
decline, sales remain at a 
healthy level. 


Economists watch the re¬ 
tail sales report closely be¬ 
cause it provides the first 
indication each month of 
the willingness of Ameri¬ 
cans to spend. Consumer 
spending drives 70 percent 
of the economy. Yet re¬ 
tail sales account for only 
about one-third of spend¬ 
ing, with services such as 
haircuts and Internet ac¬ 
cess making up the other 
two-thirds. □ 
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Iranians welcome nuclear deal, hope for brighter economy 


NASSER KARIMI 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Driv¬ 
ers honked their horns and 
dozens of Iranians cheered 
in a main square and bou¬ 
levard of the capital Teh¬ 
ran on Tuesday, welcoming 
their country's landmark 
nuclear deal with world 
powers, which they hope 
will mean an end to iso¬ 
lation and sanctions that 
have crippled the econo¬ 
my. 

The burst of celebrations 
underscored the hopes 
that many Iranians have 
pinned on the drawn-out 
talks. That public yearning 
for economic relief was cru¬ 
cial for winning moderate 
President Hassan Rouhani 
the breathing room to ne¬ 
gotiate with Iran’s nemesis 
the United States over im¬ 
posing limits on the nuclear 
program. 

“I'm very happy,” gushed 
Azizieh Habibi,a 46-year- 
old housewife with two 
college-age children, who 
was among those cele¬ 
brating on Tehran’s Vali-e 
Asr Avenue. Some waved 
flags, some had painted 
their faces in the flag's red, 
white and green colors, 
chanting thanks to Rouhani 
and his top negotiator. For¬ 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif. 

“My children will have bet¬ 
ter future since there is no 
threat of sanctions and re¬ 
strictions anymore,” said 
Habibi. “They may even go 
to the U.S. for more educa¬ 
tion." 

A key question now will be 
whether powerful hard-lin¬ 
ers, including fhe elife Revo¬ 
lutionary Guard, who have 
spoken staunchly against 
concessions on Iran’s nu¬ 
clear ambitions, will acqui¬ 
esce to the accord. They 
were largely silent Tuesday 


after the deal's announce¬ 
ment, most likely waiting to 
see the stance of the su¬ 
preme leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, who holds the 
final word on all state mat¬ 
ters in Iran. 

Khamenei met with Rou¬ 
hani Tuesday night and ex¬ 
pressed his “appreciation 
and thanks for the honest 


and diligent efforts" by the 
negotiating team, accord¬ 
ing to state TV. 

The brief stafemenf was in 
line with how Khamenei has 
played his cards close to his 
chest throughout the nego¬ 
tiations, allowing them con¬ 
tinue while rarely weighing 
in directly beyond some¬ 
times expressing skepticism. 
Many were glued to televi¬ 
sion coverage of the deal's 
announcement, including 
President Barack Obama's 
address — only the second 
time Iranian state TV has 
aired him live. The first was 
his speech when an interim 


deal was reached earlier 
this year, paving the way 
for the new agreement. 

At one Tehran electronics 
shop, men who had gath¬ 
ered around TV screens at 
the store clapped as Rou¬ 
hani addressed the nation 
after Obama's appear¬ 
ance. Among them was 
shopkeeper Ali Hosseini, 29, 


who watched both lead¬ 
ers’ speeches live. 

“I am proud that my coun¬ 
try has resolved this critical 
issue through talks not war," 
he said. 

Many in the Iranian public 
were well aware of the po¬ 
tential for hardliners to try to 
undermine the accord. 

“Will the revolutionary 
Guard support the deal?" 
Hashem Mohammad, 
65, asked nervously af¬ 
ter watching Rouhani's 
speech. 

The Guard has made no 
prominent remarks in re¬ 
cent weeks, but media out¬ 


lets close to them, like the 
Javan newspaper, have 
been critical of the nego¬ 
tiations. In its Tuesday edi¬ 
tion Javan noted possible 
positive results of the talks 
like end of sancfion againsf 
Iran buf added, “even the 
most optimistic experts 
have expressed hopeless¬ 
ness about realizing such 


scenario." 

The hard-line Rajanews 
website criticized the deal, 
saying Iran gave away too 
much. “Iran has accepted 
comprehensive limitations 
(on its nuclear program) 
in return for suspension of 
some sanctions.” 

In his address, the moder¬ 
ate Rouhani sought to sell 
the deal to the public, un¬ 
derlining that Iran's main 
goals were all achieved, 
particularly “continuing 
its nuclear activities, lifting 
sanctions," while acknowl¬ 
edging that concessions 
had to be made. 


“Negotiation means give 
and take. We were not 
seeking charity, expecting 
someone to give us some¬ 
thing free. We were after 
negotiations, a fair give 
and fake," he said, vowing 
fhaf fhe deal would bring 
“new hope and a better 
future for our youth.” 
Iranians have been suffer¬ 
ing for years from fhe pain 
of sanctions, which have 
battered the economy, fu¬ 
eling unemployment. Rou- 
hani’s talk of a dialogue 
with the world — and the 
lure of an end to sanctions 
— was key to his victory in 
2013 presidential elections. 
In exchange for agreeing 
to limits on its nuclear pro¬ 
gram and new provisions 
for inspections of Iranian 
facilities, Iran stands to re¬ 
ceive a broad lifting of in¬ 
ternational sanctions and 
more than $100 billion in as¬ 
sets frozen overseas. 

Even before the deal was 
formally announced, the 
value of Iran’s riyal rose 
against the dollar, a sign of 
optimism over an improved 
economy. 

Pouya Alizadeh, a shop 
owner in northern Tehran, 
handed out free sweets to 
his customers to celebrate 
the agreement. He hailed 
Zarif as a hero for his role in 
sealing the deal. 

“What’s important for me 
is that it will bring improve¬ 
ment in business and trade 
with the outside world,” he 
said. 

Some also saw the nuclear 
deal as a victory for Iran 
against the U.S. and other 
world powers. 

“Iran defeated the world! 
We are the champions," 
cheered Ghasem Kashani, 
19, a freshman in Tehran 
Azad University. “The West 
learned Iran is right in its 
positionl'O 



A group of jubilant Iranians cheer and spray artificial snow during street celebrations following a 
landmark nuclear deal, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 14, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi) 
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Greece: Revolt over austerity deal reaches Cabinet 


D. GATOPOULOS 

E. BECATOROS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Greece's left-wing govern¬ 
ment launched a frantic 
24-hour effort late Tues¬ 
day to push more austerity 
measures through parlia¬ 
ment and meet demands 
from European creditors as 
it faced down mounting 
anger at home. 

The belt-tightening mea¬ 
sures, which include pen¬ 
sion cuts and higher sales 
tax rates on everything 
from condoms to race 
horses, were agreed upon 
with eurozone leaders to 
prevent the Greek econo¬ 
my from collapsing, and as 
part of planned third bail¬ 
out worth 85 billion euros 
($93 billion). 

The new measures mean 
recession-hit Greeks will 
have to pay more for most 
goods and services by the 
end of the week. 

Hard-liners in Prime Minis¬ 
ter Tsipras’ own Syriza party 
were in open revolt, and 
unions and trade associa¬ 
tions representing civil ser¬ 
vants, municipal workers, 
pharmacy owners and 
others called or extended 
strikes to coincide with 
Wednesday’s parliament 
vote. 


Energy Minister Panagiotis 
Lafazanis said lead euro¬ 
zone lender Germany and 
its allies had acted like “fi¬ 
nancial assassins” by forc¬ 
ing the deal on Athens, 
and urged Tsipras to reject 
it. 

“The deal is unaccept¬ 
able,” Lafazanis said in a 
statement. 

“It may pass through par¬ 
liament ... but the people 
will never accept it and 
will be united in their fight 
against it." 

In an interview on state TV, 
Tsipras said he would not 
step down, despite the 
open dissent within his own 
Cabinet and party. “I will 
not run away from my re¬ 
sponsibilities,” he said. 

He also criticized the deal, 
but said it was the best 
Greece could get. 

“The policies imposed on 
us were irrational,” Tsipras 
said. “We faced a tough 
and punitive position from 
our partners ... But the 
(agreement) does offer a 
way out of the crisis.” 
Pro-European opposition 
parties have pledged sup¬ 
port for the bailout bills, but 
Tsipras could effectively 
lose his majority in parlia¬ 
ment, weakening his ability 
to push through measures 
that he had himself vehe¬ 


mently opposed until a few 
weeks ago. 

Tsipras’ coalition partner. 
Defense Minister Panos 
Kammenos, also bitterly 
denounced the new deal. 
“There was a coup. 

A coup in the heart of Eu¬ 
rope,” said Kammenos, 
who heads the right-wing 
Independent Greeks party. 
“They want the govern¬ 
ment to fall and replace 
it with one not elected by 
the Greek people.” 

The government holds 162 
seats in Greece's 300-mem- 
ber Parliament, and more 
than 30 of Syriza's own 
lawmakers have publicly 


voiced objections. 

There was speculation 
Tsipras might choose to re¬ 
shuffle his Cabinet, which 
would remove dissenters 
from key positions. 

Athens was forced to ac¬ 
cept harsh terms to remain 
in the euro after defaulting 
on its debts to the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund and 
closing banks to prevent a 
deposit run. 

It faces a deadline next 
Monday to repay 4.2 billion 
euros ($4.6 billion) to the 
European Central Bank. It 
is also in arrears on 2 billion 
euros to the International 
Monetary Fund. 


It will take an estimated 
four weeks for Greece to 
access the new bailout 
loans, leaving EU finance 
ministers scrambling to find 
ways to get Athens some of 
the money sooner. 

The monthslong standoff 
between Greece and its 
creditors has taken a heavy 
toll on an economy that 
started the year with a 2.9 
percent growth forecast. 

A national small business 
association said Tuesday 
that the new austerity mea¬ 
sures were likely to cause 
the economy to shrink for 
a seventh year, with a 3.5 
percent drop in output.Q 



Demonstrators gather near the Greek Parliament during a rally 
against the government's agreement with its creditors in Athens, 
in central Athens, Tuesday, July 14, 2015. The eurozone’s top of¬ 
ficial says it’s not easy to find a way to get Greece a short-term 
cash infusion that will help it meet upcoming debt repayments. 

(AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti) 
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In Yemen, anti-rebel forces in south take over Aden airport 


People stand next to a vehicle destroyed following airstrikes by the Saudi-led coalition in Sanaa, 
Yemen, Tuesday, July 14, 2015. The coalition has been targeting the Iran-allied Houthis since 
March in a bid to stop their power grab across the country. Yemeni forces battling the Shiite 
rebels in the country’s south said they took control on Tuesday of the airport in the strategic port 
city of Aden. (AP Photo/Hani Mohammed) 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Ye¬ 
meni forces battling the 
Shiite rebels in the coun¬ 
try’s south said they took 
control on Tuesday of the 
airport in the strategic port 
city of Aden, driving the 
rebels there into a part of 
the city jutting out into the 
sea. 

The advance is a major 
blow for the rebels, known 
as Houthis, basically trap¬ 
ping them on the small 
peninsula that is part of 
Aden. Residents elsewhere 
in this city on the Arabian 
Sea took to the streets later 
on Tuesday to celebrate 
the advances by the anti¬ 
rebel forces. 

Tuesday’s operation was 
assisted by “preparatory 
airstrikes” by the Saudi-led 
coalition that targeted the 
Houthi positions over the 
past few days, according 
to a statement by Ali al- 
Ahmadi, the spokesman 
for the Aden Resistance 
Leadership Council, which 
leads the city’s anti-rebel 
forces. 

Independent security of¬ 
ficials confirmed the ad¬ 
vancement but rebel offi¬ 


cials refused to comment 
on the developments. 
Both the independent and 
the rebel officials spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were not 
authorized to talk to the 
media. 

Al-Ahmadi said logistical 
support from the coalition 
gave the anti-rebel forces 
the upper hand against 
the Houthis, weakened by 
months of airstrikes. 

The Saudi-led forces, “in 
addition their undeniable 
role in logistical support 
and their preparatory air¬ 
strikes which took place 
before today’s operation," 
contributed to Tuesday’s 
advance, al-Ahmadi add¬ 
ed. 

The Saudi-led coalition has 
been targeting the Iran- 
allied Houthis since March 
in a bid to stop their power 
grab across Yemen. It also 
carried out airstrikes in the 
capital, Sanaa, on Tues¬ 
day. 

The strikes came despite 
a U.N.-brokered truce — 
now in its fourth day — be¬ 
tween the rebels and the 
country’s internationally- 
backed government in ex¬ 
ile and its allies. 


Meanwhile, the United 
Nations said Tuesday that 
at least 142 civilians have 
been killed in Yemen over 
the past 10 days, bringing 
the civilian death toll in 
more than three months of 
violence to 1,670. 

Rupert Colville, a spokes¬ 
man for the U.N. human 
rights office, said in Gene¬ 
va that along with the 142 
civilians killed between July 


3 and Monday, another 
224 civilians were injured 
in Yemen. That included a 
total of 76 deaths and 38 
injuries in a pair of airstrikes 
on markets on July 6. 

The latest numbers bring 
the total killed in Yemen 
since March 26 to 1,670, 
while 3,829 civilians have 
been injured, Colville said. 
Fuel shortages in Yemen, 
due to the siege by the 


Saudi-led coalition that 
limits imports as well as 
the ongoing ground fight¬ 
ing, could lead to an even 
higher death toll, the inter¬ 
national aid group Oxfam 
warned Tuesday. Water 
pumps will fail to work with¬ 
out fuel, leaving 80 per¬ 
cent of Yemen's popula¬ 
tion of 20 million without a 
source for clean water, the 
agency saidO 


China urges Philippines to change course 
on its South China Sea tribunal plan 


BEIJING (AP) — Chi¬ 
na urged the Philippines 
on Tuesday to ditch its at¬ 
tempt to solve South Chi¬ 
na Sea territorial disputes 
with an international tribu¬ 
nal and instead negotiate 
with Beijing directly, follow¬ 
ing the arbitration panel’s 
latest request for input 
from China. 

The Philippines has asked 
the tribunal in The Hague to 
declare China’s claims to 
virtually all the South China- 
Sea invalid, saying Beijing's 
actions have trampled on 
other nations' rights. 

China contends the tribu¬ 
nal doesn’t have jurisdic¬ 
tion, and has refused to 
participate. The tribunal, 
which operates under the 
U.N. Convention of the 
Law of the Sea, held a 
weeklong hearing ending 
Monday to addressChi- 


na’s contention. It said that 
Beijing has until Aug. 17 to 
comment on the hearing, 
and that it should make a 
ruling on the issue this year. 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chu- 
nying on Tuesday reiter¬ 
ated China’s opposition 
to the arbitration, and 
said China “will never ac¬ 
cept the unilateral at¬ 
tempts to turn to a third 
party to solve the disputes.” 
“China urges the Philip¬ 
pines to come back to the 
right track of resolving dis¬ 
putes through negotiation 
and consultation,” she said 
in a statement. 

The Philippines praised 
the tribunal’s effort to 
prod China again to join 
the case, saying the five- 
man arbitration body has 
been fair and transparent 
in its handling of Manila’s 


complaints against Beijing. 
“We have asked China to 
participate and we con¬ 
tinue to extend the invita¬ 
tion for them to explain 
their side,” Philippine De¬ 
partment of Foreign Affairs 
spokesman Charles Jose 
said by phone in Manila. 
China, the Philippines, Bru¬ 
nei, Malaysia, Vietnam and 
Taiwan have been con¬ 
testing ownership of the 
resource-rich South Chi¬ 
na Sea. The United States 
and other countries have 
expressed concerns 

over China's island-build¬ 
ing in the region that they 
say has been provocative 
and has damaged vast 
coral reefs in the disputed 
waters. Beijing says fears 
that it would eventually 
limit freedom of navigation 
and overflight to back its 
claims are unfoundedO 
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Many leave Dominican Republic for Haiti to avoid deportation 


Farm worker Felix Babe, right, loads his luggage on a motorcycle taxi at the Dominican-Haitian 
border in Ouanaminthe, Haiti, as he returns voluntarily to his native Haiti after living nine years in 
the DR. The end of a year-long application period has sparked an exodus to Haiti of people who 
failed to qualify and are now seeking either to wait out what they fear could be a wave of mass 
deportations or to start uncertain new lives on the poorer side of Hispaniola. 

(AP Photo/Ezequiel Abiu Lopez) 


than most Dominicans and 
often find themselves vic¬ 
tims of racial discrimination. 
In September 2013, the Do¬ 
minican Republic’s Con¬ 
stitutional Court ruled that 
children born in the country 
to non-citizens did not qual¬ 
ify for automatic citizenship 
because their migrant par¬ 
ents — most of whom were 
Haitians — were “in transit.” 
Amid an international out¬ 
cry, President Danilo Me¬ 
dina's administration an¬ 
nounced it would grant 
citizenship to the estimated 
55,000 people it said were 
born in the Dominican Re¬ 
public to at least one par¬ 
ent who was a citizen or 
legal resident. 

It also created a program 


for people who were born 
in the country but never 
obtained a birth certificate 
or other identification. Be¬ 
fore it closed in February, 
only about 9,000 people 
applied for the program 
that let them register as 
foreigners and become 
naturalized citizens. Rights 
activists fear that Domini¬ 
can-born people without 
proper documentation are 
as vulnerable to deporta¬ 
tion as foreigners. 

“They’re saying there are 
going to be deportations," 
construction worker Was- 
ley Abraham said as he, 
his wife and daughter pre¬ 
pared to cross the Domini¬ 
can border into his native 
Haiti.Q 


E. LOPEZ 
D. COTO 
Associated Press 
OUANAMINTHE, Haiti (AP) 

— Thousands of people 
from Haiti or merely of Hai¬ 
tian descent aren’t waiting 
to see if they'll be forcibly 
removed from the Domini¬ 
can Republic now that the 
deadline has passed to ap¬ 
ply for legal residency. 

The end of a yearlong 
application period has 
sparked an exodus to Haiti 
of people who failed to 
qualify. Some plan to wait 
out what they fear could 
be a wave of mass de¬ 
portations, while others will 
start uncertain new lives on 
the poorer side of Hispan- 
iola.The two countries that 
share the Caribbean island 
have a fraught history, with 
generations of Haitians 
crossing into the Domini¬ 
can Republic to take low- 
wage jobs in fields like ag¬ 
riculture and construction. 
They’ve also encountered 


discrimination and periodic 
crackdowns. 

Among those who have 
left recently are Haitian 
farmworker Eragene Mon- 
cher, despite the fact he 
actually qualified for the 
“regularization” program 
for foreign-born people. 

He returned to the home¬ 
land he left more than 20 
years ago after failing to 
get the documents neces¬ 
sary for five of his six chil¬ 
dren to establish Domini¬ 
can residency, all of whom 
were born there. 

“We’re arriving with noth¬ 
ing,” he said while board¬ 
ing a truck in the border 
town of Ouanaminthe with 
two of his children and 
headed toward the capital 
of Port-au-Prince. “I'm try¬ 
ing to figure out how we're 
going to make a living.” 
Dominican officials say mi¬ 
grants in the country could 
stay if they prove they ar¬ 
rived before October 2011 
and have taken steps to 


establish themselves by 
getting a job or going to 
school. Nearly 290,000 of 
the estimated 524,000 mi¬ 
grants in the country — the 
majority of them Haitians 
— applied by the June 17 
deadline. The government 
says those who didn't ap¬ 
ply or who didn't get legal 
permission to stay should 
leave or risk deportation. 
The Dominican govern¬ 
ment says nearly 40,000 
people had left as of July 6. 
Many people going to Haiti 
say they fear the violent, 
often traumatic expulsions 
that have occurred peri¬ 
odically in the past, and 
are frustrated with require¬ 
ments for documents many 
cannot obtain. 

The Dominican Republic 
has been under interna¬ 
tional scrutiny in recent 
years for immigration poli¬ 
cies that tend to affect 
mostly Haitians and people 
of Haitian descent, who 
tend to be darker skinned 
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Suriname lawmakers OK Bouterse's re-election as president 


PIETER VAN MAELE 
Associated Press 
PARAMARIBO, Suriname 
(AP) — Suriname’s Parlia¬ 
ment on Tuesday gave for¬ 
mer military dictator Desi 
Bouterse a second term as 
the democratically elect¬ 
ed president of the South 
American nation. 

Tuesday’s action came 
without even a formal vofe: 
There was no opposifion in 
the 51-member legislature. 
Bouterse, 69, led his Na¬ 


tional Democratic Party to 
victory in late May’s par¬ 
liamentary elections, but 
fell short of the required 
34-seat majority needed to 
immediately re-elect him 
as the country’s leader for 
the next five years. 

In recent weeks, Bouterse 
has been negotiating with 
smaller parties to get those 
votes in Parliament. In the 
end, the splintered oppo¬ 
sition did not even bother 
with putting forth its own 


candidate. 

Main opposition leader 
Chandrikapersad Santokhi 
said he decided not to 
stand in the way of his ri¬ 
val's re-election since the 
country needs a new gov¬ 
ernment in place “as soon 
as possible.” 

During his acceptance 
speech, Bouterse said Suri¬ 
name faces “very difficult 
times." His next administra¬ 
tion will cut expenses and 
govern with fewer public 


workers, he said. 

“We will have to put the 
days of carefree spending 
behind us,” Bouterse said. 
Suriname’s fragile econo¬ 
my has been increasingly 
struggling in recent years as 
prices of key exports, gold 
and bauxite, have slipped 
and debt has risen. 
Bouterse has loomed over 
Surinamese politics for de¬ 
cades. He first came to 
power in February 1980, 
when he led a military 


coup and suspended the 
constitution just five years 
after Suriname gained in¬ 
dependent from the Neth¬ 
erlands. He led another 
coup in 1990, three years 
after allowing the return to 
civilian rule. 

He remained a powerful 
force even after stepping 
down as army chief in 1992. 
In 1999, he was convicted 
in absentia in the Nether¬ 
lands on drug trafficking 
charges. □ 


Cuba: Mariel port, economic zone attract 1st foreign firms 


A. RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
MARIEL, Cuba (AP) — At 

Cuba's new mega-port 
project west of Havana, 
shipping containers are 
stacked five-deep the 
length of its 2,300-foot 
(700-meter) dock along¬ 
side four massive, Chinese- 
built offloading cranes. 
Neon-vested workers are 
busy laying roads and 
building a convention cen¬ 
ter, and trucks filled with dirt 
rumble over rutted roads 
and coat the vegetation 
with dust. 

Not far from the Mariel 
container terminal, work¬ 
ers have finished grading a 
flat area the size of a foot¬ 
ball field for the first private 
companies to establish op¬ 
erations in a special eco¬ 
nomic development zone 
billed as a key part of the 
country's effort to attract 
foreign investment and 
jumpstart a sluggish econ¬ 
omy. 


A year and a half after the here. But with six of those approved almost one com¬ 
port's launch, only seven approvals coming since pany per month,” Ana Te- 



A worker stands near a crane at the container terminal at the port in the Bay of Mariel, Cuba, 
Monday, July 13, 2015. Not far from this port, workers have finished grading a flat area the size 
of a football field for the first private companies to establish operations in a special economic 
development zone billed as a key part of the country's effort to attract foreign investment and 
jumpstart a sluggish economy. 

(AP Photo/Desmond Boylan) 


companies — five foreign 
and two domestic — have 
the green light to operate 


January, officials say things 
are getting off the ground. 
“We're in July and we have 


resa Igarza, director of the 
Special Development Zone 
at Mariel, said in an inter¬ 


view this week, when The 
Associated Press received 
access to the site. “The 
pace is what we expected 
from the beginning.” 

“The first ones are the tricki¬ 
est,” she added. “After 
they begin to invest, it’s 
simpler for others to do so. 
But there’s an exploratory 
phase.” 

Igarza declined to say 
which companies are 
coming to Mariel, except 
that the foreign firms in¬ 
clude two from Mexico, 
two from Belgium and one 
from Spain. They cover sec¬ 
tors including food, chemi¬ 
cals and logistics, represent 
total investment of around 
$50 million and are expect¬ 
ed to launch operations in 
the first half of 2016. 

With Mariel, Cuba is also 
looking ahead to when the 
U.S. embargo may be lifted 
as part of a rapproche¬ 
ment begun by presidents 
Barack Obama and Raul 
Castro in December. □ 


Puerto Rico officials, advisers hold meeting with creditors 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— This week Puerto Rican 
officials and advisers held 
the first of what they say will 
be several meetings with 
creditors to explain why 
they believe it is necessary 
to restructure the U.S. terri¬ 
tory's public debt amid a 
deepening economic cri¬ 
sis. 

But specifics for bondhold¬ 
ers were few. While saying 
“sacrifices” will be required 
by everyone involved, 
Government Develop¬ 
ment Bank President Melba 
Acosta said it was prema¬ 
ture to propose details to 


investors because a cred¬ 
ible recovery and fiscal ad¬ 
justment plan is still being 
drawn up. 

Once that plan is com¬ 
pleted “the contribution re¬ 
quired from each of our in¬ 
vestors will be made clear,” 
Acosta said at the New 
York offices of Citigroup. 
The live-streamed meeting 
with bondholders came 
about two weeks after 
Gov. Alejandro Garcia Pa¬ 
dilla said Puerto Rico’s out¬ 
standing $72 billion public 
debt is unpayable given 
the island's long recession. 
Garcia said he is seeking a 


payment moratorium from 
bondholders and renego¬ 
tiations on debt. 

His administration also is 
pushing the U.S. Congress 
to allow Puerto Rico’s gov¬ 
ernment and its public 
agencies access to Chap¬ 
ter 9 bankruptcy if needed. 
Acosta told investors the 
Caribbean island is “com¬ 
mitted to developing a 
comprehensive package 
of reforms” to reverse more 
than a decade of persis¬ 
tent economic stagnation. 
Because the economic re¬ 
covery plan will take years 
to implement and span dif¬ 


ferent administrations in the 
U.S. commonwealth, Gar¬ 
cia’s government will pro¬ 
pose establishing a finan¬ 
cial control board with the 
“tools necessary to compel 
compliance," she said. 

The meeting included 
a presentation by Anne 
Krueger, a former Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund of¬ 
ficial who co-authored a 
recent report titled “Puerto 
Rico - 

A Way Forward” that the is¬ 
land’s government is using 
as a kind of blueprint. 
Among other things, 
Krueger recommends ex¬ 


changing some of Puerto 
Rico's debt for bonds with 
longer maturities and slash¬ 
ing subsidies to the Universi¬ 
ty of Puerto Rico for savings 
of up to $500 million annu¬ 
ally. 

She said the Puerto Rican 
government’s spiraling 
debt and fiscal situation is 
unsustainable and its cash 
balances are critically low. 
At the same, she noted, 
the island’s labor force 
has been steadily falling 
as people move to the U.S. 
because the island has 
had “almost no economic 
growth for two decades.Q 














Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass! 



ARASHI - It is hard to imag¬ 
ine this happening today, 
but years ago people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, in¬ 
cluding old cars, and their 
household garbage, which 
of course included lots of 
glass. 

Over the next 30 years the 
pounding waves cleaned 
the beach, by breaking 
down everything but glass 
and pottery. 

The pounding waves 
washed the trash up and 
down, back and forth. 

Tons of polished, broken 
glass pieces were created 
by the pounding surf. 

These smoothened, col¬ 
ored glass particles then 
settled along the sea shore 
in millions, and that is why 
you can find these beauti¬ 
ful and colorful pieces on 
the north shore beaches 
of Aruba. Especially on 
the strip on white sand be¬ 
tween the famous Natural 
Bridge" and the huge red 
anchor close to “Grape- 
field" beach you will be 
able to find your own piec¬ 


es of sea glass. 

The sea glass that was cre¬ 
ated is the product of a 
very long and interesting 
process. 


It can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass. 

The name for any piece 
of glass that finds its way 
to the ocean and tumbles 
around in the water long 
enough is “Sea glass. 

The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora¬ 
tion, handcrafts and jew¬ 
elry! 


Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa¬ 
ter, where sand and other 


rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be¬ 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 

For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, household appli¬ 


ances and even motor 
parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 
weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of gar¬ 
bage in the wa¬ 
ter, creating mil¬ 
lions of beautiful 
smooth rocks. 

It's hard to be¬ 
lieve the short¬ 
sighted mistakes 
we were making 
that could have 
potentially ruined 
these beauti¬ 
ful beaches. But 
thanks to natu¬ 
ral processes, 
the ocean trans¬ 
formed the trash 
into the sea glass. 

Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story. 

The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. 

Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro¬ 
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown (Amstel & Polar 


beer), green (Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft 
much loved “soft drink" 
bottles. If you like to see the 
sea glass for yourself, and 
be in awe of the power of 
nature, rent a car or jeep 
and go explore our desert¬ 
ed beaches on the north 
side of the island. Make it a 
fun family day! 

Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor¬ 
rect our mistakes. 

Funny, how trash can 
change into treasures! 
Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 
local shells home, but the 
people working at the air¬ 
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 
few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora¬ 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacationO 
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Japanese and Chinos*? KcstanraJil 


Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


J.E. Jrausquin Boulevard. 77, [ex-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 
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-.SCRAPS 


fl14 l LOCAL 


Located at RIU Palace Antilfas 
* Phone: 5257777 
“Formerly Weslin Resort" 


3-4-5 TIMES ODDS 
POKER ROOM 
RACCARAT 




Nightly Live Entertainment in the Red Piano Leung 

ARUBA'S FAMOUS POKER ROOtSM 
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JOIN OUR PLAYERS CLUB $ 1 O FREE SLOT PLAY 


Fly High with Red Sail Sports’ breathtaking JETLEV! 



PALM BEACH - Red Sail 
Sports takes pride in 
introducing you to the 
coolest, most exhilarating 
water sports ride of your 
life - the JETLEV! You can 
literally fly over the ocean, 
soar up to 30 feet in the 
air... or hover and walk 
along the water. JETLEV is 
unlike any thrill ride you’ll 



ever experience and 
exclusively available at 
Red Sail Sports. 

JETLEV is a water propelled 
Jetpack. The system is 
powered by a custom- 
designed 225 horsepower 
engine creating 800 - 
1000 gallons per minute of 
thrust, which can propel 
the pilot to heights of 30 



feet. The throttle can also 
be controlled remotely by 
the flight-instructor which 
will guide the rider how 
to use the controls during 
their initial flight to ensure 
a safe and controlled 
experience. A flight 
assistant will accompany 
each JETLEV pilot to ensure 
a safe and uninterrupted 
flight experience. 

After an introduction to 
the JETLEV equipment, you 
will receive a thorough 
briefing by one of our 
certified instructors. The 
instructor will explain how 
to safely operate the 
equipment and will be 
able to communicate 
with you during your flight. 
After the instruction, you 
will have approximately 
30 minutes of in-pack 
flying time (most first-time 
pilots are flying within the 






first 5 minutes). The flight is 
monitored by the instructor 
as well as an assistant who 
will assist while you are in 
the water. The complete 
JETLEV experience takes 
approximately 45 minutes. 
Participants must be at 
least 18 years of age and 
be a good swimmer to fly. 


The activity is not suitable 
for pregnant women. 
Minimum height is 4’9” (145 
cm), maximum 6’9" (205 
cm). 

More information on Red 
Sail Sports and JETLEV 
can be found at www. 
redsailaruba.com, or call 
586-16030 
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HAPPY HOUR 
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Great New Beach Tennis Court for the Kids at Imeldahof 



NOORD - The kids at chil¬ 
dren’s home Imeldahof are 
very, very happy: they got 
a wonderful beach tennis 
court on the property and 
they will be able to play to 
their hearts’ content from 
now on. The court, which 
saw its first balls played 
last Friday morning, has 
come about with the help 
of some very nice sponsors 
and Beach Tennis Aruba 
(BTA). 

But back to the beginning: 
Sjoerd de Vries of Beach 
Tennis Aruba was ap¬ 
proached by Directie Soci- 
ale Zaken with the idea to 
build a beach tennis court 


at the children's home in 
Noord. A wonderful initia¬ 
tive which was followed up 
by Juul Hamoen of Aqua 
Azul Apartments. He em¬ 
braced the project and 
found sponsors for the nec¬ 
essary sand in Gusto Night¬ 
club, Century 21, BTA and 
Imeldahof. Imeldahof took 
care of the court's plas¬ 
tic sideboards, making the 
new beach tennis court in¬ 
stantly upscale. 

Beach Tennis Aruba will see 
to it that the thirty-some¬ 
thing children of Imelda¬ 
hof will be taught the right 
technique during free clin¬ 
ics, which will start this Au¬ 


gust. Activities and free 
memberships of the Beach 
Tennis Club at La Cabana 
(Tropicana) are also of¬ 
fered. 

The joint project of Imelda¬ 
hof, BTA and the wonder¬ 


ful sponsors can count on 
many hours of fun, not only 
from the kids, but also from 
the staffers, who vowed 
that they would take up 
the sport as well. What a 
super initiative! 


Photo shows Juul Hamoen 
of Aqua Azul Apartments, 
Amalia Arrindell, Pedagog¬ 
ic coordinator, 

BTA’s Sjoerd de Vries and 
director of Imeldahof, Na¬ 
talia Arrindell. □ 





PINK FLAMINGO HAPPY HOUR 


every day until Aug 31st, 2015 


only $90 which includes the following: 

o OPI Flamingo Pink pedicure o pink macaroon 

o OPI Flamingo Pink manicure o Access to spa deck 

o Hand & foot massage o Access steam room 

o Pink Champagne 



#LetsFlamingle\ #RenAruba 


Located in the Renaissance Mall. For reservation please contact our navigator or call 5236107 
Open daily from 8am to 8pm I okeanosspaaruba.com I facebook.com/0keanos Spa 
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>$25000 


SPECTACULAR 
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WIN AN IFAD 

AND A SHARE OF $20,000 
IN INSTANT CREDIT! 

HOURLY DRAWINGS 
EVERY FRIDAY AT 9PM ^ 

10PM AND 11 PM 

Epm enlries ddly with 
slot pud table ploy< ■ M&. 


-WIN YOUR SHARE OF - 


Earn one Free Fnlry Ticket for every 75 
Points earned today from lOnm lo 10pm. 

(ash Prize R of fits from 
10:30pm lo 11:30pm! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering c wide van cl y of 
Re rail & Dining Oulleis, 

Salon & Spa Services. 
Souvenirs and mare. 
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J - X, * 


_ ■ h ™i m 


Hollywood Smokehouse to be featured in two Brazilian news programs 



EAGLE BEACH - It must be 
the love of meat! Since the 
Hollywood Smokehouse 
opened its doors a year 
ago at the Alhambra Ca¬ 
sino & Shops location just 
off of Eagle Beach, the res¬ 
taurant has been featured 
in several South American 
video and television pro¬ 
ductions. 

This past weekend, a 
crew from NGT Net Televi¬ 
sion, one of Brazil’s national 
television networks, filmed 
clips for two programs— 
“Barlada,” a program 
watched on more than 50 
television station affiliates 
throughout Brazil, as well 
as the zesty and popular 
“Spicing the Chat” pro¬ 
gram. 

The programs will feature 
several of Hollywood’s 
“Front Porch Cocktails," - 

all hand crafted with fresh 
ingredients, as well as the 
smokehouse's low-and- 
slow barbeque, including 


the meat lover’s combina¬ 
tion of beef brisket, pulled 
pork, and smoked sausage; 
the Korean lettuce wraps 


with an Asian barbecue 
sauce, and the healthy 
quinoa and smoked pecan 
salad. 


Brazil is a valuable and 
growing market for tourism 
in Aruba, and the team at 
Hollywood Smokehouse is 


thrilled to be recognized 
and featured within the 
country’s national media.Q 
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United States’ Jordan Spieth 
reacts after playing out of 
the rough on hole 15 during 
a practice round at the British 
Open Golf Championship at 
the Old Course, St. Andrews, 
Scotland, Tuesday, July 14, 
2015. 

Associated Press 

Spieth no Tiger, 
though that’s 
not a bad thing 

TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 
ST. ANDREWS, Scotland 
(AP) — Jordan Spieth was 
practicing a shot he hopes 
he won’t need this week, 
banging a few wedges 
off the wall on the famous 
Road Hole in the fading sun 
at this, the birthplace of 
golf. 

Dead tired after winning yet 
again in Illinois before flying 
all night to get here for 
what could be a defining 
moment in golf, Spieth was 
still intent on having a bit of 
fun. 

“Who wants this?” he yelled 
out, signing a ball and 
then tossing it left-handed 
toward the 50 or so fans still 
around Monday night. 

It caused a bit of a frenzy, 
but just for a moment. 

Continued on page 19 
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BU6AL0E 

TODAY: 5-6pm & 10-11pm 


SPECIAL PRICES ON Mojito 
and local beers: Balashi & Chill 




Uanrw Hour Entertainment 


Located at De Palm Pier 

between the Radisson Resort and Riu Hotel 




Beach Bar and Grill 
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DISPORTS 




OPEN DAILY: 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 08:00 AM -12:00 AM 
FRIDAY-SATURDAY 08:00 AM - 01:00 AM 

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED 
FREE WIFI & FREE PARKING 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER & DRINKS 

RENAISSANCE SEAPORT MARKETPLACE 
ACROSS THE OCEAN SUITES 
DOWNTOWN ORANJESTAD 
TEL: +297 588 5511 
INFO@SIDEBARARUBA.COM 
WWW.SIDEBARARUBA.COM 


BECAUSE LIFE IS DELICIOUS. 


Sidebar changes Aruba's restaurant scene 
with its flavorful gourmet burgers 


ORANJESTAD - Take a burger of one hundred 
percent prime Angus beef, add to that the 
freshest possible extras and tastiest sauces 
and voila: here is your gourmet burger. Side- 
bar, a newly opened, great restaurant in the 
Renaissance Marketplace in downtown 
Oranjestad, knows how to tease your taste 
buds with the best burgers imaginable. 


"After two meals and one take out experience, 
I'm ready to COMMIT. This hip, casual place 
manages to pull off a great contribution to 
the latest fad....burgers." 

Zforall, Sarasota, FL-USA 

TripAdvisor - January 5th, 2015 


Sidebar's signature burgers have been named 
The Sidebar, The Afterburner, The Goliath, The 
Texan, The Chaser, The Primal and The Italian 
Job and we are sure that everyone will be able 
to find a burger that calls out to them. The 
burgers come with brie cheese, prosciutto, 
Cheddar cheese, zucchini, sliced steak, Bour¬ 
bon bbq sauce, dripping gravy and much 
more, depending on your order. The best 
thing is that these gourmet beauties cost less 
than $ 15.--, so lunch or an evening out won't 
break the bank. 


Feel love for Sidebar's burgers; they are burst¬ 
ing with taste- try them all and find your 
personal favorite. Come on down to Sidebar 
and rock your Wildest West with a fabulously 
tasty burger that packs a punch with its layers 
of flavor. And if you are not in a burger mood, 
then Sidebar has a wonderfully varied menu 
of all kinds of other options, ranging from 
vegetarian mushrooms and spinach to a 
zucchini cutlet to lovely salads, homemade 
soups, pastas and fish dishes. 


Wash your lunch or dinner down with a 
premium, aged Bourbon or try the ice-cold 
beers on tap to slake your thirst. You can 
choose between Heineken, Balashi, Chill, 
Stella Artois, Miller Light or Presidente. Come 
inside, at the bar or sit outside on the terrace; 
at Sidebar there will always be a place for you. 



Picture: "THE TEXAN"GOURMET BURGER 


Venus Williams says Serena has “big opportunity” 



Venus Williams speaks during a media availability before a team tennis match between the 
Washington Kastles and the Austin Aces, Tuesday, July 14, 2015 in Washington. 

Associated Press 


JAKE LLOYD 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ve¬ 
nus Williams spoke for ev¬ 
eryone in women’s tennis 
when a young girl asked 
her, “How is it playing 
against your sister?" 

Williams responded: “Never 
easy, never easy." 

Speaking at a news confer¬ 
ence before playing for the 
Washington Kastles in World 
TeamTennis, the 35-year- 
old seven-time major 
champion and former No. 
1 recognized the “big op¬ 
portunity” her sister Serena 
has to complete the calen¬ 
dar Grand Slam at the U.S. 
Open in September. 

“I think they’re good,” Ve¬ 
nus said of Serena’s chanc¬ 
es, “but it’s not just like she 
went out there and people 
gave her the matches (at 
Wimbledon) — she earned 
it. She earned every single 
match, every single point, 
so I’m sure that it won’t be 
easy to win the Open." 


Serena, 33, is seeking to be¬ 
come the first woman since 
Steffi Graf in 1988 — and 
jusf fhe fourth ever — to win 


all four majors in the same 
year. With her 21st major 
victory at Wimbledon on 
Saturday, she claimed her 


second career “Serena 
Slam” of four majors in a 
row. 

Venus touched on a hand¬ 


ful of topics, including the 
controversy during the 
weekend involving a New 
York Times story about 
women’s tennis players 
and body image. 

“When it comes down to 
it, the only person that can 
understand what it’s like to 
be a professional athlete is 
a professional athlete, how 
much you put into it — or 
maybe someone that’s 
played sports at a high lev¬ 
el who’s really given their 
heart and soul,” she said. 
“Otherwise it’s hard to walk 
in someone's shoes.” 

Venus has no plans to slow 
down anytime soon. An¬ 
swering a question about 
equal pay for female ath¬ 
letes, she said she would 
love to work on it “but I'm 
knee-deep in my own ca¬ 
reer, neck-deep really. 

“I’m really looking forward 
to the U.S. Open Series and 
just playing even better 
and (to) continue rising.”□ 
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Spieth 

Continued from page 17 


There weren’t many fans 
around, and those who 
were seemed as if they 
were still trying to figure out 
this young Texan who has 
the golf world buzzing. 
They're not alone. Those 
in a sport that has been 
fixated for the better part 
of two decades on Tiger 
Woods are still trying to de¬ 
cipher Spieth themselves. 
What they do know is that 
he’s 21, and in the midst 
of greatest the stretch 
of golf anyone has seen 
since Woods burst on the 
scene and transformed 
the sleepy game into must- 
see TV. 

Forget the fact that part 
of the Woods mystique 
was that he was a rare 
player of color in a mostly 
lily-white game. Woods 
caused more of a stir by 
doing other things no one 
had ever seen before, thrill¬ 
ing fans with his booming 
drives and winning with 
clutch putts punctuated 
by his signature fist pump. 
Spieth is no Tiger Woods. 
Doesn’t try to be, though 
they do share the same 
habit of talking angrily to 
themselves during a round. 
He doesn’t overwhelm a 
crowd with his presence, 
doesn’t intimidate other 
players while wearing a red 
shirt on Sunday. In a game 
dominated by Woods and 
the power hitters who fol¬ 
lowed, he’s nof even in fhe 
same neighborhood as fhe 
big boys with a driver in his 
hand. 

What Spieth does do is win. 
This year he’s done it on 
the biggest stages in golf, 
grabbing a green jacket at 
the Masters and following 


if wifh a win a few weeks 
back at the U.S. Open. 
Add in a British Open and 
PGA Championship title, 
and he would be the first 
player to win the Grand 
Slam in a calendar year. 

He largely does it on his 
own terms, taking the title 


\ 



Tiger Woods of the United 
States watches a shot off the 
11th tee during a practice 
round at St Andrews Golf Club 
prior to the start of the British 
Open Golf Championship, in 
St. Andrews, Scotland, Mon¬ 
day, July 13, 2015. 

Associated Press 

at the John Deere Clas¬ 
sic on Sunday when oth¬ 
ers suggested he might be 
better served by leaving 
early for Scotland to dis¬ 
cover the many vagaries 
of the oldest course in golf. 
But Spieth has a confi¬ 
dence that borders on 
swagger and, much like 
Woods in his prime, a belief 
that his best is better than 
yours no matter where you 
tee it up. 

“He beats you properly," 
former U.S. Open cham¬ 
pion Geoff Ogilvy said. “He 
beats you with better golf. 
He doesn’t beat you be¬ 
cause he hits it further. Ti¬ 
ger's intimidation was that 


he always did something 
amazing. Jordan — don't 
get me wrong, his body of 
work is amazing — but he 
doesn't beat you with a 
crazy par, or a crazy chip- 
in from the back of the 14th 
atMuirfield (Village). He just 
beats you because he’s 
better.” 

Just how much better Spi¬ 


eth really is, only time will 
tell. His career is in its in¬ 
fancy still, and it's way too 
early to crown him as the 
next great player, way 
too soon to begin talking 
about whether he — and 
not Woods — will be the 
one who finally takes down 
the record of 18 major titles 
held by Jack Nicklaus. 


Besides, despite the strug¬ 
gles of Woods in recent 
times, there’s a reason¬ 
able chance he’s still got 
enough golf in him at age 
39 to finally get past the 
14th major he won at the 
U.S. Open way back in 
2008. 

“I’m still young,” Woods 
said Tuesday.Q 
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Reds’ Todd Frazier wins All-Star Derby in home park 



National League's Todd Frazier, of the Cincinnati Reds, holds the trophy after winning the MLB 
All-Star baseball Home Run Derby, Monday, July 13, 2015, in Cincinnati. ssociated Press 


JOE KAY 
AP Sports Writer 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Cincin¬ 
nati third baseman Todd 
Frazier won the Home Run 
Derby on Monday, becom¬ 
ing only the second player 
to do so on his home field 
in the traditional lead-up 
event to the All-Star game. 
Frazier topped Los Angeles 
Dodgers rookie Joe Peder¬ 
son 15-14 with another late 
surge and one last perfectly 
timed swing. 

“No pressure here with 
these fans," he said, after 
accepting the crossed-bats 
trophy to one more stand¬ 
ing ovation at Great Ameri¬ 
can Ball Park. 

Frazier joined the Chicago 
Cubs’ Ryne Sandberg for 
home-field homer titles; the 
Hall of Fame second base- 
man did it at Wrigley Field in 
1990. 

After finishing second last 
year in Minneapolis, this one 
was as sweet as that win¬ 
ning swing. 


“That pushed me a lot," Fra¬ 
zier said. “I wanted to get 
back here. I’d been work¬ 
ing in the offseason a little 
bit. I'm just glad it was in 
Cincinnati and they could 
enjoy it with me.” 


Pederson was trying to be¬ 
come the first rookie since 
Wally Joyner in 1986 to 
win or share the title. He 
reached the final round by 
knocking off Los Angeles 
Angels slugger Albert Pujols, 


who provided a blast after 
making the All-Star team for 
the first time in five years. 
“I’m happy for Todd, espe¬ 
cially being able to do it in 
front of his fans," Pujols said. 
“It's his night. He deserves 


it. I just hope the fans were 
pleased and happy with 
the performance every sin¬ 
gle guy did. The right guy 
won, too.” 

Frazier topped Prince Field¬ 
er and Josh Donaldson 
to reach the finals, where 
he faced his biggest test. 
Pederson went first and 
matched the highest total 
of the night with 14 homers. 
Frazier needed a late surge 
to pull even, tying him with 
11 seconds left in his round. 
He’d hit enough long hom¬ 
ers to earn an extra 30 sec¬ 
onds, giving him a chance 
to take a few deep breaths, 
regroup and refocus. 

On the first pitch from broth¬ 
er Charlie in extra time, 
Frazier puffed his cheeks 
and exhaled as he hit one 
solidly, then mouthed the 
words “That’s gone” as the 
ball headed for the left 
field stands. The ballpark 
was full of fans with arms 
raised even before the ball 
landedO 





Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

|o t f S U mutter ofprestige und cpiulity ... With the purchase of $20_+^up^ present this ad 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail. com 
www. arahibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 
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Froome wins 1st high-mountain stage at Tour de France 


Sky’s Geraint Thomas was 
sixth, making it the only 
team with three riders in 
the stage's top 10. 

The 167 kilometers (104 
miles) ridden in 4 hours 
22:07 by Froome, from 
Tarbes in the Pyrenees' 
foothills, took the peloton 
through plunging valleys of 
great beauty with buzzards 
flying overhead. It also took 
riders past a reminder of 
the worst human ugliness: 
a concentration camp 


used by the pro-Nazi Vichy 
government during World 
War II to lock up Jews who 
were later deported to 
death camps. 

The arduous final climb and 
searing summer tempera¬ 
tures were a rude awak¬ 
ening for riders coming off 
their first rest day Monday, 
following the Tour’s east- 
to-west swing over nine 
stages from the Nether¬ 
lands through Belgium and 
across northern FranceO 



Britain's Christopher Froome, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, celebrates as he crosses 
the finish line to win the tenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 167 kilometers (103.8 
miles) with start in Tarbes and finish in La Pierre-Saint-Martin, France, Tuesday, July 14, 2015. 

Associated Press 


JOHN LEICESTER 
AP Sports Writer 
LA PIERRE-SAINT-MAR- 
TIN, France (AP) — Chris 
Froome used the first high- 
mountain stage of this 
year's Tour de France to 
take control of the race, 
powering up a punishing 
climb in the Pyrenees on 
Tuesday at a pace none of 
his rivals could match. 
Froome and his Sky team¬ 
mates killed off the hopes 
of one contender after an¬ 
other, including 2014 win¬ 
ner Vincenzo Nibali, the first 
of the big favorites to crack 
on the final ascent of Stage 
10 to the ski station of La 
Pierre-Saint-Martin. 

As Sky led the way, with 
three support riders strung 
out in front of Froome to 
tug him up the gradients, 
the lead group shrunk to 
less than a dozen of the 
hardiest climbers. 

Alberto Contador, the 2007 
and 2009 winner, was the 
next former champion to 
wilt as Sky rider Richie Porte 
generated another burst of 
speed. 

With six kilometers (four 
miles) to go, on some of the 
steepest sections, Froome 
tore away alone, out of 
the saddle as he acceler¬ 
ated. The last rider to stay 
with him, 2013 runner-up 
Nairo Quintana, couldn’t 
respond and finished third 
behind Froome and Porte. 
“Froome has landed a 


hammer blow on the Tour,” 
said Nibali, the Astana 
team leader. “I have no 
more to give. I’m not even 
the younger brother of the 
Nibali from last year.” 
Froome, who was already 
wearing the race leader's 
yellow jersey after nine 
stages, is now nearly three 
minutes in front. 

Closest is still Tejay van Gar- 
deren, an American on the 
BMC team. But he’s 2 min¬ 
utes, 52 seconds behind 
Froome overall. 

Quintana lost more than a 
minute to Froome on the 
ascent and is now trailing 
the British rider by 3:09, in 
third. 

Contador rode in near¬ 
ly three minutes behind 
Froome and slipped back 
to sixth overall, 4:04 behind 
the leader. Nibali is 6:57 be¬ 
hind Froome in 10th place 
and looking nothing like 
the champion who won 
last year. Fie lost 4:25 on 
the climb and was the 21st 
rider across the line. 
“Dream, dream scenario 
just to hear all those big 
names being dropped,” 
Froome said. “I couldn't 
have asked for it to go any 
better.” 

Froome also won the first 
high-mountain stage in 
2013 on his way to his first 
Tour victory. There are still 
two more climbing days in 
the Pyrenees, followed by 
ascents in the Alps. 


“Froome rode away and 
showed his authority,” 
Contador said. “I couldn’t 
breathe. I couldn't get my 
legs to work. It really was a 
bad day.” 

Riding like this, it’s hard 
to see anyone catch¬ 
ing Froome on the last 11 
stages to Paris unless he 
crashes, gets sick or has a 
disastrous off-day. 

On the final 15-kilometer 
(9-mile) climb to the ski 
station, with steep gradi¬ 
ents of between 9 percent 
and almost 11 percent. 
Sky showed itself to be the 
strongest climbing team at 
the race, which will help 
protect Froome on ascents 
to come. 

Spectators who cycled up 
in the morning lined the 
road that snakes to an alti¬ 
tude of 1,610 meters (5,280 
feet), in a moonscape of 
grey rocks and ski runs long 
devoid of snow. In cycling 
parlance, the climb is “Flors 
Categorie” — so tough 
that it defies categoriza¬ 
tion. 

Porte's second place at the 
finish sharpened the blow 
for Quintana, denying the 
Colombian six bonus sec¬ 
onds he would have got 
had he ridden in behind 
Froome. Instead, Quintana 
had to settle for 4 bonus 
seconds awarded for third 
place, while Froome got 
10 seconds shaved off his 
overall time for winning. 



r Caribbean 
Cinemas 

rt‘ . 



coribbearKinemas.^m/a ruba 


□5 


LIKE OUR NEW FACEBOOK PAGE 

f EEii 3 SSSE.'iTst-t-WUEi a 



E-A NORA BULLOCK | JON HAMM 


lllIlH 


m 


mtt THUHi 4:31S I * 4* | 1:10 
rm:$g | \ |:>g | n=w 

U a i:K' | 4:30 \ | 4:10 | 1 

5UN A Hl* FN- j i:» | *10 | tVSf 

W YHRQH 

HtCN-TlflXI Jdj0 1 X:4pi 
FR| 5 M 7:4-1 | HfriMl 
SAT 3l11 | S JQ \? AS | 

j jittl X=lj 


M. 



JNON.TKUI^afl I J4*] 14! | *-40 
PH i:w I I I I 11=4J 

| 5=» | l:3| | IIUJ 

UN 1 MCri. *75 ] | *4S I 



self/less 


WW-THWJI4W | | 9rai W 

IH4[H | I3A 


IlM | l 
Id h:H \ *m\ * 


12:00 

1‘VN * hOL 1 » | *:» | triO i ? IS 



CHANhl+W 1UUM | JOE MAhMAMELLQ- 


NIKI: 

*- 

MON-PHUtS HI 
PHI^IS I I 11*0 
urfeli I 11:40 
SUN A HOi 9. 15 


0 


[ 1 ENCM> | mill HUM 1 

[ MARK MAlftHJtG j ifTH MAC FARLANE 

TZS*MIIMATa« 

A i A i m «¥ A 

MON-lHUti 3:S& | ±15 |[ 0:10 

PH ! » | h li | A K | 17 -OS 

SAP 0:31 1 *** 1 1 

iUN* HOU SO | t 15 | K7D 

MON-111 5:15 
lAP-SUH A HP0L 1:11 

ted2 

PWff-THW5 1 11 I fw 1 
mAiii 1i tai i u m 
iAI 1!» | 4:21 | TjM | 9:35 | 1 tffl 
HJN A HOL 1 .50 | 4:25 | 7,QQ 9l35 


CWHI1 Pff&ir I Tt iiMMHHi 


JURAftK WORLD 

[w-+a: 

MCM-niL*S 1-V0 
Pfcl-fcM r lfr.+5 

5^T7:» I I 1MJ 

lun X ttOL i 1:U 


cmm j 


umsp 



WTTM fHNLH Hypmiqi 

UDfJTIILQS 4< 50 | T?05 
FRi 4- Sjj I 7A1 
| * 30 I 

11IN A Hdt i:40 I 4:10 | 7*5 


[™ 






















































WEDNESDAY 15 JULY 


fl22 lHEALTH 




m 


Problem Child (ADD/ADHD/Autism) 


By: Dr. Carlos Viana 

Some of you who were 
lucky enough to know me 
as a child might remem¬ 
ber me as a child who re¬ 
quired a disproportionate 
amount of attention or cor¬ 
rection. Called a “problem 
child” by some and kindly 
described by the smarter 
ones of you who realize 
that I just wanted to “do 
my own thing”. There are 
a group of boys: we are in 
our late fifties now, growing 
up in Aruba who I fondly re¬ 
member as the "bad boys”. 
Really bad? Not really, we 
were expressing our own 
budding individualism in 
healthy ways. 

Unfortunately, to¬ 
day when we describe a 
boy who "requires a dis¬ 
proportionate amount of 
attention or correction” 
we are probably of talking 
about a boy suffering from 
developmental disorders 
such as Attention Deficit 
Disorder (ADD) or autism. 
This is bad. Worse, having 
to recognize that we are in 
an epidemic that conser¬ 
vatively affects 1 in 166 chil¬ 
dren; there are many more 
autistic boys than girls. 1 in 
68 families have a child that 
needs a disproportionate 
amount of attention. 

Epidemic? Yes, the 
incidence of autism has in¬ 
creased from 1 in 10,000 in 
the 1970s to 1 in 150 today, 


an increase of over 6,000%. 
Many more children are 
diagnosed with other neu- 
rodevelopmental disorders 
all considered to be on the 
same spectrum including 
Asperger’s, ADHD/ADD, 
speech delay, autism and 
many other developmental 
and learning disabilities. This 
condition is so new that Tra¬ 
ditional Chinese Medicine 
has no name for these con¬ 
ditions. 

There are three dis¬ 
tinctive behaviors that char¬ 
acterize these disorders. At 
the extreme end of the 
spectrum, autistic children 
have difficulties with social 
interaction, problems with 
verbal and nonverbal com¬ 
munication, and repetitive 
behaviors or narrow, obses¬ 
sive interests. These behav¬ 
iors can range in impact 
from mild to disabling. 

The hallmark fea¬ 
ture of autism is impaired 
social interaction. Parents 
are usually the first to notice 
symptoms of autism in their 
child. As early as infancy, 
a baby with autism may be 
unresponsive to people or 
focus intently on one item 
to the exclusion of others for 
long periods of time. A child 
with autism may appear to 
develop normally and then 
withdraw and become in¬ 
different to social engage¬ 
ment. The normal devel¬ 
opment period has been 
noted to be up to when the 
child was immunized. 

Childhood vaccina¬ 
tions, including flue shots, 
and even B- complex in¬ 
jections use Thimerosol as 
a preservative. Thimerosal 
is a mercury-containing or¬ 
ganic compound. Since the 
1930s, it has been widely 
used as a preservative in a 


number of biological and 
drug products, including 
many vaccines. For many 
medical researchers there is 
a direct link between the ex¬ 
posure of mercury, a widely 
known neurotoxin, and the 
increasing incidences of 
autism. 

Since mercury is the 
most toxic heavy metal, in 
our grass- roots clinic we 
started screening our child 
patients suffering from neu- 
rodevelopmental disorders 
for toxic heavy metals using 
head hair. Over the years 
we have realized what nu¬ 
merous scientists have that 
autism, autistic spectrum 
disorders and ADD have 
similar characteristics to 
those of chronic metal tox¬ 
icity. Knowing that toxic 
metals disable a growing 
body and brain by produc¬ 
ing chronic irritation, I start¬ 
ed looking for all the culprits 
of chronic inflammation in 
these children. 

Many of my articles 
are about the foundation 
of all degenerative diseases 
and conditions - chronic 
inflammation. The triad re¬ 
sponsible for generating 
chronic inflammation in 
your body is: toxic heavy 
metals, bowel toxicities, 
and the wrong food for your 
metabolic or blood type. 
There is now a great deal of 
information available that 
tells us that toxic metals and 
chemicals such as mercury, 
lead, arsenic, cadmium, in¬ 
secticides and pesticides 
are a causative factor in 
many cases of autism and 
ADD. 

Inflammation in the 
brain is clearly a feature 
of autism, according to a 
study published November 
2004, in Annals of Neurol¬ 


ogy, the scientific journal of 
the American Neurological 
Association. The research¬ 
ers found strong evidence 
that certain immune system 
components that promote 
inflammation are consis¬ 
tently activated in people 
with autism. 

Both of my boys are 
over six feet healthy guys, 
who have grown strong 
without cow's milk. Milk to¬ 
day would be dangerous if 
it is not pasteurized. How¬ 
ever, the pasteurization pro¬ 
cess turns milk casein into a 
very dangerous molecule 
that inflames and injures the 
brain. 

We have witnessed 
children with neurodevel- 
opmental disorder symp¬ 
toms caused as a result of 
mal absorption and intoler¬ 
ances to certain foods, es¬ 
pecially dairy products and 
gluten contained in wheat 
and grain products. Some 
of our patients’ parents 
have reported remarkable 
changes after the elimina¬ 
tion of these foods from the 
diets of their children. 

Consistently, we 
find strong indications of 
chronic inflammation in 
children exhibiting devel¬ 
opment problems. To treat 
their symptoms we feed 
our children foods that are 
compatible with their meta¬ 
bolic type, which they can 
digest, foods that do not 
cause constipation, foods 
that will give them back the 
bacterial environment to 
temper these inflammatory 
conditions. 

Treatment should 
begin with a healthy diet, 
high in quality protein foods 
such as eggs, lean meat, 
vegetables and balanced 
essential oils. Hair tests can 


identify toxic heavy metals 
and blood tests can reveal 
the damage done by pesti¬ 
cides and insecticides. 

Get The Point! Cor¬ 
responding to the epidemic 
rise over the past decade 
treatments and therapies 
have been developed 
which greatly increase our 
ability to help children with 
developmental problems. 
Many of our children recov¬ 
er or improve dramatically 
given the proper therapies. 
Understanding the options 
provide parents the tools 
needed to benefit our chil¬ 
dren. Need some tools to 
help your child? - Viana 
Natural Healing Center, Tel: 
(297-585-1270), www.viana- 
naturalhealing.com 
CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of the 
Latin American Committee 
of the International Acad¬ 
emy of Oral Medicine and 
Toxicology (IAOMT), a Re¬ 
juvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA HEAL¬ 
ING CENTER, Kibaima 7, St 
Cruz TEL: 585-1270 Web Site: 
www.vianaheal.com 
Dr. Viana’s Award Win¬ 
ning BOOK: Prescriptions 
from Paradise, Introduction 

to Biocompatible Medi¬ 

cine - Available at local 
Bookstores, Hotel Gift shops 
and Boticas. Signed cop¬ 
ies at Viana Healing Cen¬ 
ter, EBooks: Amazon kindle. 
Nook, Itunes check for 
Events at: facebook.com/ 
vianahealingcenter.Q 



Sift Certificates Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 





HEALING CENTER 

* Toxic Heavy Metals, Amino Acids 
*Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 
*Specialized Hormone Testing 


Healthy Products 


Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) - AGE Management 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 
Wfrllc-ins welcome. 

www.vianaheal.com 

info@vianaheal.com „ „ , 

Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 


Take Home PARADISE 



Available at local 
Bookstores & Gift shops 

Paperback & EBook on 3 Hi 340 It 



















TECHNOLOGY !* 23 


WEDNESDAY 15 JULY 2015 





WTM 


■ 


Pofican 


C/rnff/saym ffi'me/f C/mw 

IruiCudDB cpnilnpnlAl brajikfnit r luncih, open bur r mimeses, 3rd lung ft snurKcnll ng oqulpmnnl*. 

Our fltMfl arO CiittOitl build CAtflrtlAraitl, wllrin thftdfrd arfrA, ±unbH thine rifktft, apAClOut dtj-tk tef 
dandag, 2 ™strwintB on board, eaiy embarking from our Pelican Pier ■_ 

■Our prafniilionDi or«w membDri provldu Iralrucilnni fur now snurkulurd. 

Stops; Catalina Bay. Antllla Ship Wreck & Malmok Bay 

Viall U9-at Casa-del Iflaf, Playa Linde, Holiday Inn Gordie r-ge'lobC^ desk/ treach JiuEa, ftlU Hut between Anrtma & ■. } 

Palace- Hotel on she beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located btfwen tha Holiday Inn & Playa Linda R*aort. 

For reservations cell 5 07-2302 (Mcn-Suni Or book online at: www.peVicen-erub-ai-.com 


South Korean spy agency explored technology to hack chat app 



South Korean National Intelligence Service chief Lee Byoung Ho attends a closed-door briefing at 
the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea Tuesday, July 14, 2015. 

Associated Press 


By KIMTONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

-- South Korea's belea¬ 
guered spy agency has 
acknowledged exploring 
the purchase of technolo¬ 
gies to intercept communi¬ 
cations on the popular Ka- 
kao Talk smartphone chat¬ 
ting service, but maintains 
it only intended to strength¬ 
en its monitoring of rival 
North Korean agents, not 
South Koreans, lawmakers 
said Tuesday. 

The revelation is sensitive 
because the country’s spy 
agency has a history of il¬ 
legally tapping South Kore¬ 
ans’ phone conversations. 
National Intelligence Ser¬ 
vice chief Lee Byoung Ho 
told legislators in a closed- 
door briefing that the 
agency bought hacking 
programs from an Italian 
company. Hacking Team, 
in 2012 that were designed 
to intercept information 
from cellphones and com¬ 
puters, according to de¬ 
tails released to reporters 
by the office of lawmaker 
Shin Kyung-min, who at¬ 
tended the meeting. 

Lee didn't indicate wheth¬ 
er the agency obtained 
the technology for hacking 
Kakao, but he acknowl¬ 
edged that it asked Hack¬ 
ing Team about getting 
such technology, accord¬ 
ing to Shin’s office. 

The spy agency didn’t im¬ 
mediately return calls seek¬ 
ing comment. 

Lee said the hacking pro¬ 
grams bought from Hack¬ 
ing Team would be inef¬ 
fective for spying on ci¬ 
vilians because the NIS 
only received enough to 
monitor 20 different de¬ 
vices at once. He said the 
programs have been used 
mainly for research as the 
country looks to strengthen 
its cyberwarfare capabili¬ 
ties against North Korea, 


which Seoul blames for re¬ 
peatedly attacking Inter¬ 
net networks and stealing 
information from comput¬ 
ers, Shin's office said. 

Lee also told lawmakers 
that the programs the NIS 
purchased from Hacking 
Team were used by 97 in¬ 
telligence and investiga¬ 
tion agencies in 35 coun¬ 
tries around the world. 
Kakao Talk is a free mo¬ 
bile chatting app that is 
used by 38 million people 
at least once a month in 
South Korea. Kane Lee, a 
spokesman for Daum Ka¬ 
kao Corp. which operates 
Kakao Talk, said the com¬ 
pany's servers have never 
been breached. However, 
Lee said there are hacking 
tools that could infiltrate 
mobile devices without go¬ 
ing through the servers. 

The story emerged earlier 
this month when a search¬ 
able library of a massive 
email trove stolen from 
Hacking Team, released 
by WikiLeaks, showed 


South Korean entities were 
among those dealing with 
the Italian surveillance firm. 


ATLANTA (AP) — Federal 
authorities are testing a 
mobile device to scan fin¬ 
gerprints from a sample of 
foreign air travelers as they 
depart from the United 
States through Atlanta’s 
airport. 

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection officers be¬ 
gan using the devices last 
week to scan some foreign 
passengers on selected 
flights at Hartsfield-Jack- 
son Atlanta International 
Airport, agency spokes¬ 
woman Jennifer Evanitsky 
said Tuesday. The test will 
be expanded in the fall to 
airports in Chicago, Dal¬ 
las, Houston, Los Angeles, 
Miami, Newark, New York, 
San Francisco and Wash- 


Two previous NIS directors, 
who successively headed 
the spy service from 1999 


ington. 

The agency, which is under 
a congressional mandate 
to record the biometrics of 
departing foreign visitors, 
plans to test the devices 
through next June. 

Then it will decide whether 
it’s feasible to further ex¬ 
pand their use without dis¬ 
rupting travel too much, 
Evanitsky said. 

Border officers currently col¬ 
lect digital fingerprints and 
photos from arriving foreign 
travelers to ensure they are 
who they say they are, the 
agency said in a news re¬ 
lease. The new scanners 
have the potential to en¬ 
hance existing tools and 
to confirm the departure 
of a foreign traveler using 


and 2003, were convicted 
and received suspended 
prison terms for overseeing 
the monitoring of mobile 
phone conversations of 
about 1,800 of South Ko¬ 
rea’s political, corporate 
and media elite. 

Earlier this year, another 
former NIS chief was sen¬ 
tenced to three years in 
prison after being found 
guilty of ordering an il¬ 
licit online campaign to 
support then-ruling party 
candidate and current 
President Park Geun-hye 
ahead of the 2012 presi¬ 
dential election. 

The spy service has previ¬ 
ously countered that its 
agents were only trying to 
cope with North Korean 
cyberwarfare by posting 
comments meant to coun¬ 
ter messages that praised 
the North and spread 
groundless rumors about 
South Korean government 
policies.Q 


biometric verification, the 
release said. 

Officer will stand at the 
passenger loading bridge 
of selected flights leaving 
the U.S. and will use the 
new hand-held devices, 
which are a bit bigger than 
a smartphone, to scan the 
fingerprints and passports 
of selected foreigner trav¬ 
elers. 

The agency said it will 
match that data to the 
data collected when the 
person entered the country 
and then it will be stored in 
systems managed by the 
Department of Homeland 
Security. The agency said 
it “remains committed to 
protecting the privacy of 
all travelers. "□ 


Fingerprint scanner tested 
on foreigners leaving Atlanta 
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JPMorgan 2Q profit rises 4% as bank trims expenses 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — JPMor¬ 
gan Chase & Co.’s sec¬ 
ond-quarter profit rose 4 
percent as the bank made 
up for lower revenue by 
cutting expenses. 

The largest U.S. bank by 
assets said Tuesday that 
it earned $5.78 billion, or 
$1.54 a share, in the lat¬ 
est quarter, up from $5.57 
billion, or $1.46 a share, a 
year earlier. Net revenue 


totaled $23.81 billion, down 
from $24.68 billion. Rev¬ 
enue at three of the four 
JPMorgan businesses fell 
or was flat. The only busi¬ 
ness where it grew was as¬ 
set management. 

But as revenues declined, 
JPMorgan was able to 
compensate by cutting 
expenses, reducing head- 
count, and through a $330 
million gain as its corporate 
tax rate fell. Barclays’ ana¬ 
lysts said the tax benefit 


was the main driver behind 
the bank's ability to beat 
Wall Street expectations of 
$1.43 a share. 

At JPMorgan’s investment 
bank, net income rose 10 
percent as lower expenses 
offset revenue declines 
both in its trading and in¬ 
vestment banking adviso¬ 
ry business. 

In consumer banking, net 
income edged up 1 per¬ 
cent, helped by higher 
sales and loan growth in its 


auto and credit card divi¬ 
sion, as well as reduced ex¬ 
penses. 

JPMorgan and other banks 
have been trimming their 
balance sheets and selling 
off businesses for several 
years. Headcount at the 
bank was 237,459, down 3 
percent from a year earlier. 
Legal expenses, which had 
been a major issue during 
the past few years, also de¬ 
clined. 

JPMorgan is one of the first 


big U.S. banks to announce 
earnings, along with Wells 
Fargo, which reported re¬ 
sults that matched ana¬ 
lysts’ estimates on Tuesday. 
Like JPMorgan, revenue at 
Wells Fargo was lower. 
JPMorgan CEO Jamie Di- 
mon said at the end of the 
company’s earnings call 
that he may not partici¬ 
pate in future calls, instead 
leaving the talking to Mari¬ 
anne Lake, the bank's chief 
financial officer. □ 


Wall Street post 4th straight day of gain; Micron soars 


BERNARD CONDON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
climbed broadly on Tues¬ 
day as investors who had 
been fretting over the 
Greek debt crisis and 
plunging Chinese stocks 
turned their attention back 
to the U.S. economy and 
corporate earnings reports. 
JPMorgan Chase and 
Johnson & Johnson report¬ 
ed second-quarter profits 
that were stronger than ex¬ 
pected. 

A government report 
showed that Americans cut 
back on spending at retail¬ 
ers last month, but some 
investors interpreted that 
as good for stocks since it 
may make the Federal Re¬ 
serve more cautious when 
it starts raising rates for the 
first time in nine years. 

“It’s back to the mindset 
that bad news is good 
news,” said James Abate, 
chief investment officer of 
Centre Funds. 

“We think (the Fed) will raise 
rates in September, but we 
don't think it will be an ag¬ 
gressive tightening cycle.” 


The gains were modest but 
widespread. Among the 10 
industry sectors of the Stan¬ 
dard and Poor’s 500 index. 


for the broader index. 

The S&P 500 increased 9.35 
points, or 0.5 percent, to 
2,108.95. The Dow Jones 


to 18,053.58. 

The Nasdaq composite 
climbed 33.38 points, or 0.7 
percent, to 5,104.89. 


slipped 0.3 percent in June, 
the weakest showing since 
February. That followed a 
robust 1 percent jump in 
May. 

A separate report from Na¬ 
tional Federation of Inde- 
pendentBusiness showed 
an index of small busi¬ 
ness optimism fell in June. 
Investors were also keeping 
an eye on Greece after the 
country struck a preliminary 
deal with its creditors. 

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras 
has to convince lawmakers 
to approve tax hikes and 
spending cuts by Wednes¬ 
day to receive emergency 
money and re-open the 
country’s banks, but he 
faced dissent even within 
his left-wing party. 

Peter Cardillo, chief econo¬ 
mist at Rockwell Global, a 
brokerage firm, thinks the 
Greek crisis may still spook 
the stock market. 

He said investors seemed to 
be more focused Tuesday 
on earnings, and hoping 
some decent reports so far 
will continue and buck the 
currently low expectations 
investors have. □ 



Vincent Khemlall, 7, of New York, uses a hula hoop provided by Carnival Cruise Lines outside the 
New York Stock Exchange, Tuesday, July 14, 2015. Carnival, which rang the closing bell at the 
exchange, is the largest cruise company in the world, with a portfolio of 10 cruise brands in North 
America, Europe, Australia and Asia. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


only utilities fell. It was the industrial average gained 
fourth straight gain in a row 75.90 points, or 0.4 percent, 


The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said retail sales 


Prominent Texas businessman Bass invests in Blue Bell 


BRENHAM, Texas (AP) — An 

investment by a prominent 
Texas businessman will en¬ 
sure the return of Blue Bell 
ice cream to the market 
after listeria contamination 
prompted a shutdown in 
manufacturing, the com¬ 
pany said Tuesday. 
Billionaire businessman Sid 
Bass, an investor and phi¬ 
lanthropist whose father 
and uncle built an oil for¬ 
tune, has become a part¬ 


ner in Brenham-based Blue 
Bell Creameries, CEO and 
President Paul Kruse said in 
a statement. 

The privately held compa¬ 
ny stopped production at 
its Brenham; Broken Arrow, 
Oklahoma; and Sylacau- 
ga, Arkansas, facilities after 
issuing a national recall in 
April because of concerns 
about listeria. Its ice cream 
was linked to 10 listeria ill¬ 
nesses in four states, includ¬ 


ing three deaths in Kansas. 
A Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration investigation found 
that Blue Bell knew that 
it had listeria in one of its 
plants for almost two years 
before the recall. 

No date has been given 
for when Blue Bell products 
could be back in stores. 
Blue Bell last week an¬ 
nounced plans to test pro¬ 
duction runs at its Alabama 
plant. After a trial period, 


the company plans to be¬ 
gin building inventory to re¬ 
sume commercial sales. 

The company did not re¬ 
veal the amount of Bass’ 
investment, but Kruse said 
Bass made a “significant 
investment" and the “ad¬ 
ditional capital will ensure 
the successful return of 
our ice cream.” Blue Bell 
is extremely popular in its 
home state, and Bass and 
his family have deep ties to 


Fort Worth. Forbes last year 
ranked Bass as the 324th 
wealthiest person in the U.S. 
“Blue Bell is the quality 
leader in the ice cream in¬ 
dustry,” he said in the state¬ 
ment. “We believe qual¬ 
ity is the principle attribute 
that ensures the success, 
growth and longevity of 
a business.” 

Bass did not return a mes¬ 
sage Tuesday seeking ad¬ 
ditional comment. □ 
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Turning to earnings: investors 
hope results can lift stocks up 

STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — After fretting over a Greek bailout, 
a collapse in Chinese stocks and the tinning of an inter¬ 
est rate increase, investors are hoping U.S. corporate 
earnings will bring more reassuring news this month. 
Companies have started to report second-quarter re¬ 
sults, and early announcements bode well for inves¬ 
tors unnerved by worrisome headlines and a shaky U.S. 
stock market. 

Aluminum company Alcoa, one of the first big com¬ 
panies to report earnings, announced last Wednesday 
that its earnings edged up from a year ago. A day lat¬ 
er, PepsiCo said higher sales from Frito-Lay helped its 
earnings beat expectations. 

“It's going to be refreshing to move away from head¬ 
lines around Greece, China and Fed rate hikes and 
get back to the underlying fundamentals that should 
be driving stock prices,” said Michael Arone, chief in¬ 
vestment strategist at State Street Global Advisors. 

A lift is just what stock investors need. 

Fears about Greece and China have shaken up the 
market this summer. The Standard & Poor's 500 index 
edged down 0.2 percent from April through June, the 
index's first losing quarter since December 2012. Last 
week, the index closed down as much as 4 percent 
from its all-time high on May 21. 

For the year, things aren’t so bad. But the S&P 500's 
2.4 percent gain so far is small compared to the same 
period the prior two years. The index surged 17.8 per¬ 
cent through mid-July of 2013 and climbed 6.5 per¬ 
cent over that same stretch last year. 

Results have grown every quarter since late 2009, sup¬ 
porting a bull market for U.S. stocks over that time. 

For the second quarter, companies in the S&P 500 are 
expected to report that earnings fell an average of 4.5 
percent, according to data provider S&P Capital IQ. 
Much of that decline, though, is due to lower profits at 
energy companies, which have been hit by a 50 per¬ 
cent drop in the price of oil over the past year. 
Companies also have had a habit of low-balling their 
earnings forecasts in the past, giving them an easier 
hurdle to clear when they report final results. As a re¬ 
sult, earnings often beat the predictions of Wall Street 
analysts. For example, early forecasts for the first quar¬ 
ter of this year showed that companies would report a 
3.2 percent decline in earnings. Once all the numbers 
were tallied, earnings climbed 4.2 percent. 

Outside of energy, many companies are in good 
health, investors say. 

“To me the story is underneath the headline numbers,” 
said Darrell Cronk, chief investment officer at Wells 
Fargo Investment Institute. “You still have really good 
growth in a number of sectors.” 

Earnings are expected to grow strongly for telecom- 
muncations companies, as well as health care firms. 
On Tuesday, JPMorgan, the largest U.S. bank by assets, 
said that its second-quarter profit rose 4 percent. Profits 
increased as the bank continued to trim its expenses. 
Johnson & Johnson was another big-name company 
reporting earnings. The maker of Band-Aids, medical 
devices and drugs said restrained spending and a 
sizeable one-time gain helped boost its earnings more 
than 4 percent in its latest quarter. It also raised its profit 
forecast for the year despite a negative impact from 
the strengthening dollar. 

The collapse in oil prices has hit energy companies 
hard. Second-quarter earnings are projected to slump 
61 percent from the same period a year earlier, mak¬ 
ing it by far the worst-performing industry.Q 


Fake buyout story lifts Twitter stock 


MARLEY JAY 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Twit¬ 
ter’s stock briefly spiked on 
Tuesday after a fake story 
said the short messaging 
service received a $31 bil¬ 
lion buyout offer. 

Although the hoax involves 
a knockoff news website 
set up by a secret owner 
targeting a social media 
company with a $24 bil¬ 
lion market cap, experts 
said the events look like a 
modern twist on a stock 
scam as old as the markets 
themselves. 

The fake story, which cited 
“people with knowledge 
of the situation," appeared 


stock closed up 2.6 per¬ 
cent at $36.72. 

The report may have 
seemed believable be¬ 
cause of Twitter’s recent 
struggles. The company 
went public in 2013, but it 
isn't profitable and some 
investors are concerned 
about its user growth. And 
of Monday’s close, Twitter 
shares were down 31 per¬ 
cent since April 27. 

The stock tumbled after 
Twitter’s first-quarter report 
included disappointing 
revenue and a forecast 
that was lower than Wall 
Street expected. 

CEO Dick Costolo stepped 
down July 1 amid criticism 


fake bids for Tower Group 
International and Rocky 
Mountain Chocolate Fac¬ 
tory as well as Avon. 

Robert Heim, a former law¬ 
yer at the SEC, said these 
kinds of schemes will prob¬ 
ably persist because news 
spreads so fast over social 
media and traders have to 
react so quickly. 

“I think this is a modern form 
of the pump and dump,” 
he said in a telephone in¬ 
terview. “Instead of having 
a room full of cold callers 
calling up investors and 
pitching a stock, now peo¬ 
ple can set up a website in 
a day or so, often on their 
own, and publish a fake 



A phone post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange features a Twitter logo, in New York. 
Twitter’s stock briefly spiked on Tuesday, July 14, 2015, after a fake story said the company 
received a $31 billion buyout offer. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


on a website made to 
look like Bloomberg’s busi¬ 
ness news page. The web¬ 
site was registered Friday, 
according to a search 
of the nonprofit Internet 
Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers, and 
the identity of the person or 
company who registered it 
is not publicly available. 
Bloomberg spokesman 
Ty Trippet says the story is 
“fake and appeared on 
a bogus website that was 
not affiliated with Bloom¬ 
berg." 

Twitter Inc., based in San 
Francisco, did not com¬ 
ment. 

Twitter’s stock spiked 8.5 
percent in late morning 
trading before settling 
back down after the story 
was confirmed fake. The 


over Twitter's disappoint¬ 
ing financial performance 
and share price decline. 
He had been CEO for five 
years. Company co-found¬ 
er Jack Dorsey was named 
interim CEO. 

Earlier in the year the shares 
climbed on a strong fourth- 
quarter report. 

In May, a fake bid for an¬ 
other company, Avon 
Products, sent its shares 
as much as 20 percent 
higher. That offer involved 
a document filed with the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission. Last month 
the SEC sued a Bulgarian 
man, Nedko Nedev, and 
said he and five others 
worked together to violate 
securities laws by creat¬ 
ing fake takeover offers. 
The SEC said Nedev made 


news story to be able to 
trade on the securities be¬ 
fore the truth comes out.” 
In a pump and dump 
scheme, investors in a 
stock mislead people into 
buying shares with fake 
news or purported insid¬ 
er information. The share 
price goes up as people 
get interested and the 
schemers sell their stock at 
a profit. Then the shares fall 
and the duped investors 
lose money. Automated 
trading programs that act 
based on increased trad¬ 
ing volume and prices can 
magnify the effect of the 
scams, he added. Heim 
said retail investors should 
be careful and make sure 
news stories are verified 
before they made trades 
based on them. □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Yeltsin or 
Karloff 

6 Crusty wound 
covering 

10 Actor Damon 

14 Happening 

15 Hawaiian island 

16 Actor _ Katz 

17 Past, present 
or future 

18 Gardner and 
others 

19 TV producer 
Norman _ 

20 Horned animal 

22 Stupor 

24 Potter’s 
material 

25 are the 
meek.,.” 

26 Bricklayer’s 
goop 

29 Grains planted 

30 Pennsylvania 
or Fifth: abbr. 

31 Enlarges a hole 

33 Bursting at the 

too full 

37 Give for a time 

39 Tries to lose 

41 Clubs or hearts 

42 Lake fish 

44 High-powered 
surgical beam 

46 Emulate Jean- 
Claude Killy 

47 Booby prize 
recipient 

49 Second of two 

51 Minnelli’s mom 

54 Actor Alan _ 

55 Chairperson’s 
meeting outline 

56 Sitting or 
standing, e.g. 

60 Soft cheese 

61 Bleachers level 

63 Do penance 

64 Pleads 

65 Outer garment 

66 Memos 

67 Strong urges 

68 Luau dance 

69 Browned bread 

DOWN 

1 Phi _ Kappa 
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2 Microwave, e.g. 

3 Money paid to 
a landlord 

4 Bug 

5 Outstanding 

6 Like dishwater 

7 Prehistoric 
home 

8 Finder’s cry 

9 Hustle and _ 

10 Thick syrup 

11 Prayer closings 

12 Vestige; small 
bit remaining 

13 Exhausted 

21 Rowed 

23 Cincinnati team 

25 Outperforms 

26 Thick sweet 
drink 

27 Finished; done 

28 City near Lake 
Tahoe 

29 Make a 
smudge worse 

32 Felt sick 

34 Vienna’s 
nation: abbr. 

35 Voice amplifier 
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36 Recipe verb 
38 Monotony 
40 Finds a buyer 
for 

43 Warty 
amphibian 
45 Glowing 
48 Grab 
50 Skin picture 


51 Talkative 

52 See eye to eye 

53 Rule as king 

54 Vital artery 

56 Ring out 

57 Smidgen 

58 Dollar bills 

59 Robin’s home 
62 Debtor’s note 
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GOLD COAST PROPERTY 
For Sale or Rent 

2 bedroom townhouse 131 m2 

3 bathrooms, kitchen, 
dinning room 

For info call 594-1496 


c 



I 



203276 



TIMESHARE FOR SALE/ 

RENT 

Divi Village 

week 29, July 19 to 26, Rm 
5503, all amenities sale $2900 
rent $795 also Mill Resort week 
28 July 11 start, 2 rm suite, 2 
bath unit 234 B/C $750 
email : rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

_ 203265 
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PLATINUM Srtttrt 

Occam view $ I fit 
Oceanside Si 75CK) 
Oceanfromt S27.SOO 
3 ItLDRM OVS27k 
Phil. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
S46k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV $*Wk 

COLD Season 
Oceiinside $*>900 
GceauYiew S9fc 
Occam (runt $ 

3 REDRM tlV$L7k 

>1 ;t ixi ini I A r u ha Oct-a n 
cfab 

GOLD Season 
2H Ocean view $9k 
2R Oecant'romtSUSflO 
IliOcoanfrout S8500 

PLATINUM Sam 

213 ooeanview S18500 
Hi Occunframt $2 l )k 
I li Ocean view $11500 
” Destination poinls 
available between SG.5 and 
S7.5 per points 

Wc arc the #1 

Rental Ti mesh a re 

ajienl Hir Arubal 

We also R ENT Anlba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us Do HU Y. SELL 
or RENT any tinicsharc 
property, 


868 686-2204 EM 111 
321 206 62931x1111 
821-250-7164 Fax 

Fait WcMIlc:. 
www.ctmc i L L r"kTeul1 \ .com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

26 

507 

$ 3,500 

26 

543 

$ 5,300 

40 

105 

$5000 

48/49 

119 

$4,500 

30/31 

524 

$3,500 each 

35 

314 

$4,000 

30 

515 

$4,900 

30 

311 

$5,000 

23 

343 

$4,500 

27 

103 

$4,000 

29 

134 

$4,500 

20&21 

347 

$4,500 

27 

341 

$4,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

203548 


FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

2 bedroom week 29 Room 125 
poolside $6500 O.B.O. 

Divi Phoenix 

For sale 1 bedroom week 29 
Room 502 $5,000 O.B.O. 

For sale 1 bedroom week 32 
Room 502 $5,000 O.B.O. 
Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

203549 


SEVENDE 

Un Condominio en Santo 
Domingo 

Situado en el Malecon kilometro 
11 y medio. 

Con vista hacia el mar. 

El condominio consiste: de una 
sala grande con comedor y 
cocina, 3 hab., 2 banos y 1 hab. 
con su bano para la sirvienta 
Para mas informacion llamar 
(011)297-593-0248 
E-mail: lloydkelvin@gmail.com 

203273 


PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
For Sale 

2 bedroom week 29 Room 125 
pool side $6,500 O.B.O. 

Divi Phoenix 

For Sale 1 bedroom Room 502 
week 29 $5,000 O.B.O. 

For Sale 1 bedroom Room 502 
week 32 $5,000 O.B.O. 

203549 


TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
Casa del Mar Amb 

wk 29 starts July 18 unit 1326 
one br / all amenities rent $725, 
buy $2500 +mf also 
Paradise Villas one br unit 322 
2 wks 26+27 starts on June 28, 
rent $675 each, buy $2600 +mf 
Phone 565-9394 or email: 
rmwimw@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

203095 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

i* * i 

* Dr. Algera 

Tel. 588-9660 



EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLICE TOO 

POLICE 581 -1100 

ORANJESTAD 582-4000 

NOORD 587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 585-4710 

SAVANETA 584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 

POLICE TIPLINE 11141 
FIRE DEPT. 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

AMBULANCE 582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 911 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Dakota Tel: 588-7364 
San Nicolas: Seroe PretoTel: 584-4833 


INFORMATION 

118 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


July 17 

Carnival Conquest 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airl 

ine 582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Surinam 

582-7896 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 

Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Teh 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-4433 _ 

Centro Diabetic Arubano 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Spotlight shining on Pluto at cold outskirts of solar system 



This July 13, 2015 image provided by NASA shows Pluto, seen 
from the New Horizons spacecraft. The United States is now the 
only nation to visit every single planet in the solar system.. 

Associated Press 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — Pluto’s tiny, icy 
world is getting major 
attention for its first visit by 
a spacecraft, NASA’s New 
Horizons. 

Tuesday’s flyby — with the 
closest approach being 
the approximate distance 
between Seattle and 
Sydney, or New York and 
Mumbai — is expected 
to open up new ground 
on the last unexplored 
planetary territory of our 
solar system. 

Here’s a rundown on Pluto, 
a 20th-century discovery 
about to become the 
21st-century darling of 
astronomers: 

DISCOVERY 

Pluto is the only planet (OK, 
now former planet) in our 
solar system discovered by 
an American. Astronomer 
Clyde Tombaugh spotted 
the dot in 1930. The name 
Pluto came from a British 
schoolgirl, Venetia Burney, 
then 11, based on the 
mythological god of the 
underworld. 


Tombaugh died at age 90 
in 1997, nine years before 
New Horizons took flight. A 
bit of his ashes is on board. 
Both of Tombaugh’s two 
children, now in their 70s, 
were at the New Horizons 
mission operations center 
for Tuesday's celebration. 

FIVE MOONS 

Big moon Charon was 
discovered in 1978, 
followed by little moons 
Nix and Hydra in 2005, 
Kerberos in 2011 and Styx 
in 2012. The Hubble Space 
Telescope revealed all four 
baby moons. Astronomers 
stuck to underworld 
undertones when it came 
to the names. 

New Horizons will hunt for 
more moons, but at this 
point, they would have 
to be pretty elusive. The 
Pluto empire, complete 
with six bodies, at least for 
now, is like its own mini solar 
system. 

FORGET THE SUNGLASSES 

Pluto is so far from the sun 
— between 2.8 billion and 
4.6 billion miles — that 
twilight reigns. At high noon 


on Pluto, it looks as though 
it would be dawn or dusk 
on Earth. 

It takes 248 years for Pluto 
to orbit the sun. Thus, it's 
only made it about one- 
third of the way around 
the sun since its discovery 
in 1930. Every so often, 
Neptune's orbit exceeds 
Pluto's, putting Neptune 
slightly farther out. 

FIRST A PLANET, THEN IT’S 
NOT 

Pluto is the only planet to 
get kicked out of fhe solar 
system club. 

JustsevenmonthsafterNew 
Horizons rocketed away 
from Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, in 2006, fhe 
Infernational Astronomical 
Union declassified Plufo 
as fhe ninfh planet for 
technical reasons. Instead, 
it became a dwarf planet. 
The decision left the solar 
system with eight full- 
fledged planets, with 
Mercury replacing Pluto as 
the smallest. 

New Horizons scientists, as 
well as NASA's leaders, are 
hoping the new pictures 
will restore Pluto's planet 
status. 

THE TWILIGHT ZONE 

Pluto is the biggest object 
in the icy Kuiper Belt, 
also known as the third 
zone after the inner rocky 
planets and outer gaseous 
giants. 

The Kuiper Belt is full of 
comets and other small 
frosty objects. It’s named 
after the late Dutch- 


American astronomer 
Gerard Kuiper, who 
proposed a bevy of small 
bodies beyond Neptune 
back in the 1950s. The New 


Horizons team hopes to go 
after a smaller Kuiper Belt 
object following the Pluto 
flyby, provided a mission 
extension is approvedO 
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GM to keep sponsoring Kid Rock concerts, discuss flag issue 


COREY WILLIAMS 
DEE-ANN DURBIN 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — General 
Motors said Tuesday it’ll 
continue its sponsorship of 
Kid Rock’s summer concert 
tour, despite a request by a 
Detroit activist group that 
the automaker cut finan¬ 
cial ties with the musician if 
he displays the Confeder¬ 
ate flag onstage. 

Members of the National 
Action Network and Detroit 
chapter president, the Rev. 
Charles Williams II, will meet 
Thursday with representa¬ 
tives from GM's Chevrolet 
brand. The two sides have 
been in discussions recent¬ 
ly over Kid Rock, who has 
been criticized in the past 
for displaying the rebel 
battle flag during perfor¬ 


mances. 

"We need to let some open 
and constructive dialogue 
occur as a first step, and 
we’ll go from there” GM 
spokesman Patrick Mor¬ 
rissey said. 

It’s not clear whether Kid 
Rock still displays the flag 
during his concerts, though 
Morrissey noted: “The only 
flag on stage during the 
Chevy-sponsored summer 
concert tour is the Ameri¬ 
can flag, and to our knowl¬ 
edge, Kid Rock has not 
used the Confederate flag 
on stage for several years.” 
The Associated Press left 
messages Tuesday seek¬ 
ing comment from Kid 
Rock, who was born Robert 
Rifchie and lives in subur¬ 
ban Defroit. 

The Confederate flag 


DiCaprio foundation 
grants $15M to 
environmental groups 



In this March 2, 2014 file photo, Leonardo DiCaprio arrives at 
the Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
it comes to saving the 
planet, Leonardo DiCaprio 
is putting his money where 
his mouth is. 

The actor’s foundation an¬ 
nounced Tuesday it has 
awarded $15 million in 
grants to a host of envi¬ 
ronmental organizations, 
including Amazon Watch, 
Save the Elephants, Tree 
People and the World 
Wildlife Fund. 

“The destruction of our 
planef continues at a pace 
we can no longer afford to 
ignore,” DiCaprio said in 
a statement. “We have a 
responsibility to innovate a 


future where the habitabil¬ 
ity of our planef does not 
come at the expense of 
fhose who inhabit it.” 

The groups receiving the 
grants are “working to 
solve humankind's great¬ 
est challenge,” he said. 

The 40-year-old actor has 
been an active environ¬ 
mentalist throughout his 
career. He created the 
Leonardo DiCaprio Foun¬ 
dation in 1998, a year after 
“Titanic” came out, to fund 
efforts that protect the 
planet and its endangered 
species. It now supports 
such projects in more than 
40 countries. □ 



This May 5, 2015 file photo shows musician Kid Rock performing 
during National Concert Day in New York. Associated Press 


spurred protests follow¬ 
ing last month's massacre 
of nine black worshippers 
at Emanuel African Meth¬ 
odist Episcopal Church in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
The white man charged 
in the slayings had posed 
with the flag in photos that 
were posted online before 
the attack that police say 
was motivated by racial 
hatred. Lawmakers in South 
Carolina voted to remove 
the flag from outside the 
Statehouse, and it was tak¬ 
en down last week. 
National Action Network 
members protested last 
week outside a Detroit mu¬ 
seum housing a Kid Rock 
exhibit. 

Williams said the group still 
is awaiting a response from 
the musician. 

“He has not displayed it in 
his concerts, so they have 
said,” Williams said of GM’s 
statement. “We’re going 
to take the opportunity to 
dialogue and hopefully 
fheir minds change. The 
besf resolution is for GM 
to pull their sponsorship of 
Kid Rock. The entire civil 
rights community is ready 
to open up a campaign on 
this issue if General Motors 


doesn’t want to take re¬ 
sponsibility on this bad busi¬ 
ness issue.” 

But Morrissey said Thursday 
in an email that the auto¬ 
maker is “committed to our 
sponsorship of Kid Rock's 
summer tour and are con¬ 
fident that he will provide 
his fans, many of whom are 
proud Chevrolet owners, 
with a spectacular concert 
experience that celebrates 
American freedom.” 

Kid Rock grew up in Michi¬ 
gan's Macomb County 
and is known for dabbling 
in a variety of musical 
styles, from hip-hop and 
hard rock to country and 
Southern rock. He counts 


among his biggest hits, 
"Picture,” "All Summer 
Long,” "Bawitdaba” and 
"Born Free.” GM has used 
"Born Free” to promote its 
Chevy brand. 

His philanthropy in Detroit 
and surrounding areas also 
is well-known. 

Kid Rock was honored in 
2011 by the National Asso¬ 
ciation for the Advance¬ 
ment of Colored People 
branch in Detroit. 

"I’ve never flown fhat flag 
with any hate in my heart,” 
Ritchie told a crowd at¬ 
tending the organization’s 
annual fundraising din¬ 
ner thaf year. “Nof one 
ounce.' ’□ 
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In this image released by NBC, host Jimmy Fallon appears dur¬ 
ing his monologue on “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon,” 
Monday, July 13, 2015 in New York. 

Associated Press 

Jimmy Fallon back 
at ‘Tonight’ following 
gruesome injury 


Author Jeff Lindsay says 
goodbye to serial killer Dexter 



In this Dec. 12, 2006 file photo, author Jeff Lindsay poses next 
to a poster from Showtime series “Dexter” at his home in Cape 
Coral, Fla. 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — “To¬ 
night” show host Jimmy 
Fallon spent 10 days in a 
hospital intensive care unit 
after tripping in his kitchen 
and injuring a finger so 
badly it required six hours of 
microsurgery to save. 

The comic was back at 
work Monday for the first 
time following the June 26 
accident in his New York 
home, wearing a cast on 
his left hand that extended 
nearly to the fingernail of 
his ring finger. His wedding 
ring caughf on a surface as 
he tried to break his fall. 

“I fripped and fell in our 
kitchen on a braided rug 
that my wife loves," he 
said. “I can’t wait to burn it 
to the ground.” 

His badly bent finger look¬ 
ing like a “horror movie,” 
Fallon fook a cab to an 
emergency room. He was 
told what he thought was 
a broken finger was much 
more complicated, and 
was sent to another hos¬ 
pital. He said he was told 
that many people with the 
same injury lose their finger. 
The complicated surgery 
involved taking a vein from 
his foot to help repair the 


finger. 

Ten days in the hospital 
made Fallon a little stir cra¬ 
zy- 

“I started losing it halfway 
through," he said. “I started 
reading books about the 
meaning of life." 

He wasn't kidding, as Fal¬ 
lon pulled out a paper¬ 
back titled “Man’s Search 
for Meaning.” And he 
said it crystallized his own 
thoughts about what he 
should be doing. 

“This is the meaning of my 
life,” the 40-year-old com¬ 
ic said. “I belong on TV ... 
if anyone's suffering at all, 
this is my job. I’m here to 
make you laugh. I'm here 
to make you have a good 
time.” 

It was a rough summer 
break for NBC’s “Tonight” 
show crew. Fallon's an¬ 
nouncing sidekick, Steve 
Higgins, said he spent 
much of the time in bed 
with Lyme Disease. 

The advantage of being 
a comedian, Fallon said, is 
that he got plenty of email 
messages from friends that 
made him laugh. And it 
made him see the humor in 
his fall. 

“If it was me watching me,” 
he said, “I would laugh.”□ 


DAVID FISCHER 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Spoiler alert: 
Book Dexter does not be¬ 
come a lumberjack. 

The eighth and final novel 
in the Dexter series, “Dex¬ 
ter Is Dead,” now in book¬ 
stores, picks up from the 
end of the previous book, 
with the titular vigilante se¬ 
rial killer under arrest and 
facing a murder charge 
— ironically for a crime he 
didn’t actually commit. 

“I always knew that some¬ 
day the wheels would 
come off,” author Jeff Lind¬ 
say said. 

Starting with the 2004 novel 
“Darkly Dreaming Dexter," 
the series follows the ex¬ 
ploits of Dexfer Morgan, a 
blood splaffer analyst with 
the Miami-Dade Police 
Department. Following a 
code developed by his 
adoptive father — a police 
officer — to only kill other 
killers, Dexter balances a 
public life of work, friends 
and family with his not-so- 
public, homicidal pastime. 
But now Dexter's story is 
coming to a climatic con¬ 
clusion. 

“I had all these wonderful, 
oufrageous ideas for how if 


Associated Press 

would happen, and I didn’t 
end up using any of them, 
which I guess is par for the 
course,” Lindsay said. “Your 
first idea, the one that gets 
you going, is never the one 
you end up with.” 

It's safe to assume that 
none of those ideas in¬ 
volved Dexter faking his 
deafh and starting a new 
life in fhe Pacific Northwest 
as a lumberjack. That’s 
how the “Dexter” television 
series based on Lindsay’s 
characters concluded in 
2013 after eight seasons. 
“Boy oh boy oh boy, did I 
get mail about that,” Lind¬ 
say said. 

While the first season of 
the show kept relatively 
close to the first novel, the 
plotlines of later seasons 
had virtually nothing to do 
with the books. So Lindsay 
could only tell irate fans, “It 
wasn't me.” 

Fan reaction aside, Lindsay 
said he doesn’t really have 
an opinion on the final epi¬ 
sode because he didn’t 
actually see it. He had just 
started a 10-month book 
tour for his previous novel, 
“Dexter’s Final Cut,” and 
he didn't get a chance to 
watch the show’s finale. 


“So I don’t have any opin¬ 
ion on whether it was good 
or bad except that TV is 
very, very different,” Lind¬ 
say said. “The demands 
of that medium are very 
different from what is de¬ 
manded in the book, and 
it's never going to be the 
same thing. I’m sure they 
(the show’s producers) did 
what they thought was 
right." 

Lindsay said he has mixed 
feelings about leaving a 
popular character and a 
successful book series be¬ 
hind. 

“This is kind of what I had 
always wanted, to have 
a book series like that," 
Lindsay said. “And to say 
goodbye to it is like launch¬ 
ing yourself into the un¬ 
known and starting over 
again. But it was time. I 
don’t think it got stale, but 
I felt like someday soon it 
might start to get stale on 
me. Better to go out on 
top, leave them wanting 
more.” 

Lindsay said he was never 
bothered by the gruesome 
murders or the violent psy¬ 
chopaths he spent more 
than a decade writing 
about. He credits this to the 
training he received years 
ago while pursuing an act¬ 
ing career in Hollywood. 
“One of fhe things they 
taught us was how to be 
the whacky neighbor on 
the hit sitcom,” Lindsay 
said. “It's not who you are. 
You go home, and you 
take the costume off. You 
have dinner with the fam¬ 
ily. And fhe next day, you 
go in and put the costume 
on again. And that’s al¬ 
ways the way I wrote Dex¬ 
ter.” While Lindsay’s acting 
career never really took 
off, he did get to use his 
voice-acting skills by per¬ 
forming the audiobooks of 
fhe last four Dexter novels, 
starting with the cannibal- 
ism-themed “Dexter Is Deli¬ 
cious.” He said his publisher 
initially insisted that non-fic¬ 
tion writers could do their 
own audiobooks, but it just 
wasn’t done with fiction. 

“I just kept telling them, it's 
something I do, and I used 
to be good at it,” Lindsay 
said.Q 
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